24 CCT 1998
Et hi opi a-visit
ETH OPI A SEES CLOSER TI ES W TH MALAYSI A

By: Ahmad Zaki man Zain

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 24 (Bernama) -- Ethiopian Prime Mnister Meles
Zenawi , winding-up a five-day official visit to Malaysia, said it has laid
the foundation for closer relations between the two countries.

He said the visit at the invitation of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad had been very rewardi ng and successful .

"This visit marks a turning point in Ethiopia-Mlaysia relations... W
covered a |l ot of ground on a nunmber of issues of mutual interests,” he said
at a media conference at his hotel today.

He cited the three agreements on economc, scientific and technical
cooperation, on trade pronotion and protection of investnent that were
signed during his visit.

"Ml aysi a's devel opnment has been described by many as an Asian miracle
and we have seen it and it has been nmade possible by the | eaders of this
country,"” he said.

Zenawi was acconpani ed by his Trade and Industry M nister Kasahaun
Ayel e, senior government officials and a 43-nenber busi ness del agation for
the visit -- his first to Ml aysia.

The del egation also visited the Palm G| Research Institute of Ml aysia
(PORIM, Standards and Industrial Research Institute of Malaysia (Sirin,
Rubber Research Institute of Malaysia (RRI), Ml aysian Industrial
Devel opnent Authority (M DA) and the Felda schene in Serting, Negeri
Senbi | an.

He said Ethiopia was keen to learn from Mal aysia's experience in oil
pal m and rubber cultivation.

Landl ocked Et hi opi a, whose capital is Addis Ababa, borders Djibouti,
Eritrea, Kenya, Somalia and Sudan.

Zenawi | eaves for Seoul tonorrow norning.
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