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G eenery, wildlife slowy returning to Paya | ndah

Leong Shen-1li

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Restoration and | andscapi ng work at Paya | ndah, the
Mal aysi an Wet| ands Sanctuary, is going on at full swing as the scars of
previous sand and clay-mning slowy heal with the return of greenery and
wildlife.

Wiile a few piles of peat fromsand and clay-mning can still be seen,

t he Mal aysi an Wt | ands Foundati on which i s responsi ble for the project has
managed to carry out extensive restoration earthworks to relocate the
excavat ed peat and strengthen the edges of the | akes within the sanctuary.

Avisit to the site, which nowhas i nproved security arrangenents, by
the New Straits Ti nes showed the origi nal ness created by sand and cl ay
m ni ng has al nost been conpl etely cl eaned up.

Mbst of the scrap netal abandoned by mi ners have been renoved while
wat er fl ow whi ch was di srupted by m ning has been rectified with new y-dug
trenches.

Last year, sand and claymning and illegal farm ng were discovered
wi thinthe sanctuary's boundari es despite repeated pl edges of protection
fromthe Sel angor Governnent.

In Cctober, Selangor Menteri Besar Dat uk Abu Hassan Omar ordered a
shut down of all mining and farnm ng activities in the sanctuary, directing
t he Kual a Langat district |land office to crack down on the activities and
continuously nonitor the area.

Currently, landscaping work is in progress, wth | akeside sl opes bei ng
strengt hened and covered with a | ayer of peat for topsoil. Grass was al so
bei ng pl anted on these sl opes.

Several excavators were being used to renove sal vini a nol esta whi ch has
i nfested several | akes. Awater fernof loww ldlife utilisation value,
the salviniais |ater transported to a suitable site for conposting.

Lotus and lillies with their pretty pink and white bl oons, together with
reeds and grass have started growing i n the | akes, providing the perfect
feedi ng ground and resting place for the purple heron and the purple
swanphen.

More of these birds, together with other species, have gradually
returned to these | akes now that the nminers have gone.

An experi nmental broadwal k, nade of mangrove poles fromthe Matang forest
i n Perak and treated agai nst the weather and term tes, has al nbst been
conmpl eted after two nonths of construction.

A network of dirt paths around the sanctuary |inking the various | akes
and wor kpl aces has now been | evell ed, and a ride within the place, while
still bunpy, is now nore bearable.

These paths woul d becone the future routes for non-notorised vehicles
wi thin the sanctuary.

When conpl eted, the sanctuary woul d contain a visitors' centre and
several other facilities where every aspect of wetl ands conservati on and
rehabilitation studi es woul d be done.

The Paya I ndah wetl and sanctuary was nooted as Mal aysia's showcase for
envi ronment al | y- sound devel opnent, restoration and conservati on net hods,
and to be a green lung in the heart of a rapidly devel opi ng area which
i ncl udes t he nei ghbouri ng Miul ti medi a Super Corri dor.

Today, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad was gi ven a speci al
briefing on the | atest devel opnents on the project. The briefing was given
by a teamof wetland officers | ed by chai rman of the foundation, Tan Sri



Abdul HalimAli, who is also Chief Secretary to the Governnent.

Al so present were Abu Hassan, foundation nmenber Tan Sri Razali |smail,
Sel angor State Secretary Dat uk Hashi mMeon, foundati on chief executive
of ficer Miral ee Menon.
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