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Evi dent that froth of possible | eadership contest has fizzl ed out

Rashi d Yusof

AS THEY j our neyed hone | ast ni ght, Umo del egates were not the only ones
consunmed with the manner the general assenbly - the |last before suprene
counci | elections next year - had concl uded.

Non-card carrying party nenbers, |ike school mates Nasir, 36, and Syawal ,
35, who practically had Umo politics for lunch yesterday after |istening
to the | ast speaker, Datuk Badrul din Am rul din, nust be anong scores of
Mal aysi ans who had much to tal k about.

The cause of the exhilaration was partly because the high points of the
annual gathering were not quite expected inits run-up

Exanpl e - the assenbly which seened to be noving towards enbracing
"nepoti smand cronyisn as one of the main nmenu in the days | eading to the
annual neet, actually debunked t hem

"The sl ogans of nepotismand cronyi smare dead,
Abdul Aziz D n, 41.

Anot her maj or surprise was the flurry of disclosures as the assenbly
drew to a cl ose

Wth del egat es and wat chers i nundated with | oads of fresh information on
matters | i ke conpani es whi ch wer e awar ded privati sation contracts and
speci al share allocation, an energi ng feeling has been that the
distribution of wealth had been w der than expected.

"One can see that there were many reci pients. There were fam |iar nanes,
whi |l e ot hers were not," said suprene council nmenber Dat uk Abdul Ghan
O hman, a sentinment articul ated by the party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad as he pul | ed of f anot her virtuoso performance during the
wi ndi ng- up.

Party vice-president Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi tol d reporters,
peopl e woul d now understand the inplication of bringing up such i ssues
follow ng the president's w nding-up speech

The contents of the di sclosure would continue to be di scussed, though

The bi gger bl ocks of shares shoul d have been broken up to benefit nore
peopl e, said a Johor del egate, who adm tted that he went bankrupt twice in
hi s busi ness career spanni ng 32 years.

"After all, these to ne, are practically hand-outs. Still, | believe the
transparency shoul d be | auded. "

Sai d a suprene council menber: "The inpression had been that only
busi nesses seen to be aligned with a particular group had benefited. W
know now that is not so."

In anot her turn of events, Datuk Ahnmad Zahi d Hami di, the Umo Youth
| eader who has been associated with articul ati ng "nepoti smand cronyi sni
found hinmself a focal point.

This came after Dr Mahathir rel ated how he had brought up the issue
after readi ng about it in newspaper reports at a suprene council neeting,
only for Ahrmad Zahid to keep numwhen it was the forumfor such matters.

Still, Ahmad Zahi d who was besi eged by reporters afterwards, said "l can
still afford to smle.’

Shoul d Ahnmad Zahi d now apol ogise to the Prine Mnister, reporters asked
Abdul I ah? H s reply was: "Wat for? Even the Prine Mnister did not ask
himto."

The need for cal mand reasoned manner of discussing issues through the
proper channel, was al so taken up

Sai d anot her vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, hinself a forner

sai d assenbl y observer



Umo Youth | eader: "For the Umo Youth, there is a need to bal ance bet ween
their responsibilities to their nmenbers and party | eadership."

As for now, observers also believed froth in the undercurrents which
seened to be pointing towards a possi bl e | eadershi p contest next year, had
fizzled out.

Thi s was evi dent when deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar | brahi m
reiterated his loyalty to the party president and told the assenbly how
t hey wer e worki ng t oget her.

Dr Mahat hir responded: "I amrelieved." He said |ikew se when Abdul | ah
sai d he supported Anwar in his w nding-up speech, the latter had whi spered
to himthat he (Anwar) was relieved. Which Dr Mahathir said (as he told
Anwar) there was no such thing as permanent friends or foes in politics.

To Gnhani, al ready bei ng nenti oned as a possi bl e candi date for the vice-
presi dency, the assenbly had cone out strongly in the support of the
| eader shi p.

observers sai d | ooki ng back, the rol e of key speakers |ike Badrul di n and
supremnme counci| menber Tan Sri Sanusi Junid - naking an appearance as a
speaker after six years - in driving hone the unity nessage, was
i nteresting.

While the normal ly witty Badrul din, delivered an enphatic oratory
towards the end of his speech on such thenmes, Sanusi was candi d, though in
a light-hearted manner said: "If Anwar wants to chall enge Dr Mahathir, he
will have to deal with me first."

And, how do observers reconcile the twi sts that the general assenbly
took after the rather "fiery" build-up?

Expl ai ned a suprene counci| menber: "Ahead of every assenbly, there will
be parties building up nomentumfor a particular issue to be raised. And
this gives the | eadership an opportunity to clarify them"
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