21/ 06/ 1998
Except for some minor sparks, a perceived cal mprevail ed

Rashi d Yusof

AHEAD of Siam s invasion of Kedah - an Umo figure with a historical slant
recount ed yesterday - the "whispering brigade" (nmusuh berbi si k) descended
on the old Malay State, feverishly talking up the invincibility of the

mar audi ng Si anese arnmny.

"The strategy brought forth so nuch fear and di sintegration in the Kedah
ranks."

Thi s was Umo suprene counci| menber Datuk Dr Affifuddi n Orar providi ng
hi s anal ysis, as observers attenpt to fathomthe nature of undercurrents
inthis mass, nodern party now.

Expandi ng on his theory, Affifuddin clained that in the run-up to the
general assenbly, this nodern nusuh berbi si k spread the word on t hi ngs
all egedly not going quite right. Further damages were prevented when t he
| eadership clarified the issues raised.

Umo concl udes anot her of its annual neeting today. And the hair-
splitting among some observers on the goings-on is rooted on the perceived
twists that both murnmurs and open speeches had taken since the start of
t he annual nmeeting with the Youth and Wani ta gat heri ngs on Thur sday.

For instance, sone observers were trying to understand and pi npoi nt how
the "slight tenmperature" afflicting the party inthe build-up to the
annual neeting has been swiftly doused. Because, after Ummo Yout h | eader
Dat uk Ahrmad Zahi d Ham di had set the tone with a rather "strong" speech
subsequent |y taken up by Yout h del egates, the tone had markedl y changed.
Except for sonme sparks provided yesterday such as by Ruslan Kassim a
del egate fromNegri Senbilan, who attacked a recently published book

Are the speakers hol di ng back?

"I don't think so," said Tan Sri Redzuan Salim Parit Sul ong divi sion
chief. "Sone of the speakers spoke their minds. It all depends on the
styl e of individual speakers." A del egate who was wi th Redzuan chi pped i n:
"This kind of tenperature shifts is vintage Umo."

Thi s ot her del egate said the truth was nobody woul d know t he t hi nki ng of
Umo nenbers and even that of the del egates as the party prepares for a
general assenbly.

"If yougotothe villages in Tan Sri Redzuan's division, they cannot
under st and what the fuss about nepoti smand cronyismis all about."

Knowi ng by now that unlike Redzuan, he would not be naned in this
article, the del egate becane nore forthcom ng, saying: "The heat in the
run-up to the assenmbly was stirred by renewed specul ati on on whet her there
woul d be a | eadership contest.™

To Abdul Latiff Endut, 38, head of Johor Baru Youth division, such
specul ati ons and the tone of the speeches were intertwi ned with the speech
of party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at the pre-counci
neeti ng ahead of the general assenbly.

This was when Dr Mahathir said those who raised i ssues which m ght
create adverse reactions or split inthe party had to be responsible.

"The president's speech brought back sone sense to t he del egates, "
Latiff said, as he put together a picture which | ooks sonething like this:
In the run-up to the general assenbly, the foreign nedia played up the
recurring i ssue of succession, spiced up with sl ogans of nepotismand
cronyi sm

Al though the articulate Latiff would not say it, nany thought this was
fuell ed by, among others, several of zZahid's remarks on "nepotismand



cronyi sm'.

I n conversations yesterday, Zahid' s supporters backed the stand of their
boss. WIIl he be lying lownowafter the intensity created and the
criticisms they stirred?

"That is sinply not Zahid," said Umo Youth assistant secretary Saifudin
Nasut i on.

Am d all these, some observers alluded to a new phenonmenon in this
year's general assenbly - speakers are not getting the usual dose of
appl ause.

"You see," said an observer, "sone 43.8 per cent of the 1,907 del egates
are busi nessnen and prof essionals. They are the single | argest group at
the assenbly. "

VWhile it remains uncertain whether the sil ence was due to the nature of
t he speech or the personal problens afflicting some del egates, observers
sai d t he perceived cal mwoul d t ake anot her tw st today. Sonme anal ysts
bel i eve the general assenbly will end in a manner which will be quite
unpr ecedent ed.

Di vi si onal heads had by now recei ved a host of fresh discl osures,

i ncl udi ng a 20-page list nami ng 171 conpani es and pri nci pal sharehol ders
under the title Makl umat Asas Proj ek Pengswastaan (I nfornmation on
Privatisation). These are conpani es al ready awarded privatisation
contracts.

"More di scl osures including those given special share allocations, can
be expected," said a source
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