20/ 08/ 1998

Exception for ani mati on courses

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Despite the econom c problens, the Governnent is
willing to send those interested in the animation i ndustry to foreign
institutions of higher Iearning to acquire skills relevant to ani mated
filmproduction.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad said today this was
because the i ndustry was not only i nmportant but had great potential.

Dr Mahat hir sai d al though t he Governnent was no | onger sendi ng Mal aysi an
students abroad, it was willing to make exceptions for those wanting to
pursue ani mati on cour ses.

He was speaki ng at the | aunching of Silat Legenda, the first Ml aysi an
animated filmat the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

The RVb million filmwhich took three years to produce, utilised the
| at est technol ogy i n animati on and nore than 100 | ocal ani mators
conpri sing graphic designers and artists.

The fil mwas produced by H sham Harun Hashi m chai rman of Hi shani
Peni nsul a Group and Peni nsul a Pi ctures Sdn Bhd.

Inspiration for the fil mcanme froml egendary Mal acca warriors and i s an
al | - Mal aysi an production with the script, planning, design, financing and
post - producti on done | ocally.

Dr Mahat hir sai d al t hough the | ocal ani mation i ndustry had not reached
the standards of Warner Bros and Walt Disney, it had the potential of
achi eving i nternati onal standards.

"What it takes is hard work and tireless effort," he said.

Dr Mahat hir said those involved in the | ocal ani mation i ndustry shoul d
concentrate on inmproving their skills and capabilities.

The Prinme M nister and wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohanmed Ali | ater
wat ched the Silat Legenda prem ere with a group of underprivil edged
per sons.
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