28/ 03/ 1998

Conference, exhibition on local IT services and products

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The Governnent, the private sector, communities and
school s shoul d conme t oget her to devel op | ocal i sed, feasibl e information
technol ogy applications for everyday use.

The devel opnment of such hone-grown denonstrator applications will be
anong the main thrusts of the I nfotech Mal aysia/l TX' 98 conference and
exhi bition next nmonth, Association of the Computer |ndustry Ml aysi a
(Pi kom) chai rman Shai f ubahri m Sal eh sai d yest erday.

"Devel oping |l ocal IT expertise and applications will help cut down on
i mports of I T products, solutions and services, which currently nake up 70
per cent of our RV6 billion IT industry.

"I'n fact, as the demand for |IT products and services increases, we
should aimto cut down our I T inports by 10 per cent a year," he said in
an interviewat his office.

Shai f ubahri msai d Mal aysi ans had the capability to devel op and nar ket
wor | d-cl ass brands in applications and sol utions, but needed the
confidence to do so.

Mal aysi a, on the threshol d of achieving devel oped-nation status, was in
a key position to supply | ocal expertise and solutions to devel opi ng
countries in the region, he said.

Shai fubahrimsaid I TX ' 98 woul d showcase hone-grown | T applications and
sol uti ons of | ocal entrepreneurs, individuals, educational institutions,
Gover nment agenci es and organi sati ons.

"However, it is inmportant that they be hel ped to devel op their research
and i nnovations into a product which can be accessed by the public," he
sai d.

The main difficulty faced by the growing local IT industry was not |ack
of fundi ng, he added, but know edge on howto apply for grants.

Shai f ubahri msai d entrepreneurs could voice their views on this and
other IT-related i ssues at the I nfotech Mal aysi a conf erence.

Pi kom he said, hoped to hel p the Governnment nake | T accessi bl e and
af fordabl e for all Ml aysi ans.

Pi komis working with an NGO on a project to collect and redistribute
ol d conputers fromconpani es whi ch were repl acing them to needy schools
and charitabl e organi sations.

Organi sed by Pi komand the National IT Council, the annual conference
and exhi bition will be held fromApril 21 to 24 at the Putra Wrld Trade
Centre.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad, who is also NI TC
chairman, will give the keynote address and | aunch the event on April 21.

The event is co-organi sed by M nos Bhd, the Mul ti medi a Devel opnent
Copor ati on, the Mal aysi an Adm ni strative, Mdderni sati on and Managenent
Pl anning Unit, Tel ekom Mal aysi a Bhd and Uni - Technol ogi es.

New Straits Tines Press (M Bhd and Sin Chew Jit Poh are the official
nmedi a.

For nore information, e-mail: | kmun@opl8.jaring. mnmy or
nmol | y@i kom org. ny, or call 03-9665000 ext 2422/2412 or 03-2920297.
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