24/ 01/ 1998

Expansi on wi I | enabl e passenger traffic to double

KOTA BARU, Fri. - The expansion work on the Sultan Ismail Petra Airport in
Pengkal an Chepa will start this year, Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Ling Liong Sik said today.

Dr Ling, who did not disclose the cost of the project, said the
expansi on woul d enable the airport to handle upto 1.4 m|lion passengers
a year, nore than doubl e the present vol ume of 600, 000 passengers.

He said the Governnent was still deciding on howthe airport should be
expanded - whether to just upgrade the existing facility or build a new
one - as this hinged on the availability of funds.

"Whatever it is, we are going to expand the airport and t he work shoul d
start this year," he told reporters on arrival at the airport for a State
visit.

Dr Ling said the expansion plan had al ready been approved by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

He added that the Governnment had al ways pl aced t he conveni ence of the
people first, irrespective of their political |eanings.

According to Dr Ling, the volune of passengers at the airport had grown
at about 11 per cent annually over the |l ast 10 years.

He said the nmove to expand the airport al so stenmed fromconpl ai nts by
passengers that the term nal building, particularly at the departure and
arrival halls, had becone too congest ed.

"Alot of people have conpl ai ned about conditions at the airport
i ncl udi ng Bari san Nasi onal conponent parties," he said.

Asked about the Governnent's postponenment of major construction projects
as part of an austerity drive, Dr Ling said:

"I believe the needs and the conveni ence of the people are inportant. W
may have to defer other projects (so as) to carry out this one."

(END)
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