26/ 10/ 1998

"Explain details of skills upgrading fund call'’

THE Mal aysi an Trades Uni on Congress (MIUC) will wite a letter to the
Treasury, enquiring about ways and whi ch the proposed all ocati on of RML. 45
billion in Budget 1999 for skills training will be inplenmented.

Its president, Encik Zainal Ranmpak said the |letter will be sent soon so
that the Treasury could explain the details on the disbursal of the
al l ocation for skills upgradi ng.

Respondi ng to the Budget 1999 tabled by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad in Parlianment on Friday, Zainal said the RML.45 billion
allocation for skill training centres is a good nove, inline with the
i mportance pl aced on hi gh-technol ogy i ndustri es.

MIUC, however, will wite to the Treasury requiring details such as the
di sbursal system the group that will benefit fromit and the application
nmet hod for the allocation

It has been proposed that a sumof RML.145 nmillion is allocated under
the mnistries of Education, Entreprenuer Devel opnent, Human Resources and
Youth and Sports, for skills training in the 79 vocational and technica
schools, 16 skills devel opnent training institutes, 135 Mara institutes
and for the construction of an additional 24 new skills training centres.

Zai nal said MIUC vi ews next year's Budget as a growth-oriented and
busi ness-pronoti ng budget as it enphasi ses the infrastructure devel opnent
and pronotion of foreign direct investnent.

"The Budget is also tailored to the recommendati on of the Nationa
Econom ¢ Recovery Plan (NERP) by the National Econom ¢ Action Counci
(NEAC), " said Zainal, who sits in the NEAC, representing the workers.

He said the NERP, which enphasises the role financial sector in
extending credit to stinulate the | ocal construction sector, is nost
wel coned as it would hel p job-creation.

( END)



	`Explain details of skills upgrading fund call' (NST 26/10/1998)

