21/ 09/ 1998

Ex- DPM Anwar arrested

DATUK Seri Anwar |brahi mwas arrested | ast night as a crowd believed to be
supporters of the former deputy prine mnister turned unruly near the
of ficial residence of the Prime Mnister in Kuala Lunpur

Anwar, who was sacked fromthe Government and Umo early this nonth for
"l ow nmoral conduct”, will be produced in court today, Kual a Lunpur police
chi ef Datuk Kamarudin Ali told reporters |ast night.

Kamar udi n said Anwar was arrested at his residence at Bukit Danmansara at
10 pmto help police investigations into his alleged invol vermrent in
several crimnal offences.

He was taken away in a police van together with his wife, Datin Seri Dr
Wan Azi zah Wan Ismail and Negri Senbilan Umo Youth chi ef Roslan Kassim
Anwar was seen carrying one of his children when police took hi maway.

Kamar udi n sai d there were several incidents of public disturbance,
illegal assenmbly, crimnal use of force and rioting at several |ocations
inthe federal capital yesterday evening.

"These i nci dents were sparked off by supporters of Datuk Seri Anwar," he
added.

Kamar udi n sai d Anwar woul d be produced in a Magi strate Court in Kual a
Lunmpur this norni ng on several charges i ncl udi ng breach of peace, illega
assenbly and vandal i sm

He al so said that Anwar cooperated with the police during the arrest and
of fered no resi stance.

Nobody was i njured during the public disturbances, Kamarudi n added.

Anwar's wi fe Dr WAn Azi zah energed fromtheir Damansara house | ater | ast
night after the arrest and addressed the waiting supporters.

"I"'mglad ny husband was arrested as a hero," she said.

Dr WAn Azi zah sai d she and her fanmi |y nenbers were taken together with
Anwar in a van by police but |ater her husband was transferred to anot her
vehi cl e.

She sai d she and several | awers foll owed the vehicle to the Bukit Aman
federal police headquarters.

She confirmed that Anwar was being hel d at Bukit Aman for questi oning
but she and the | awers were not allowed to nmeet him

"While in Bukit Aman, Datuk Jami| Johari (Police director of nanagenent)
met and assured nme that police will act professionally and that Anwar wil |
be taken care of," she said.

Thi s evening, Anwar held two illegal assenblies - one at the Nationa
Mosque and the ot her at Dataran Merdeka. He spoke to the crowd at the
nosque before marching to the Dataran

He al so addressed the crowd at the Dataran where he was al so taunting
t he policenmen. Anwar t ook advant age of the weekend crowd and events |ined
up at Dataran Merdeka in conjunction with the Commonweal th Ganmes to hol d
t he gat heri ngs.

Later, two groups of his supporters | eft the Dataran and nade their way
to Menara Dat uk Onn where the Umo headquarters i s | ocated. They then
mar ched towards the Prine M nister's residence through Jal an Mahaner u.

By 8.45pm they had gat hered about one kil onetre away fromthe road
| eading to Dr Mahathir's house. Many were carrying pl acards and shouti ng.
As the crowd turned unruly, Federal Reserve Unit nmenbers were forced to
fire tear gas to disperse them

At about the sane tine, Anwar, who returned earlier to his resi dence on



a notorcycle, was hol ding a Press conference when policenen arrived.
Anwar was sacked on Septenber 2 on all egations ranging from sexual
m sconduct to | eaking state secrets but had repeatedly denied the
al  egations, saying he was the victimof a conspiracy to oust him
Last Saturday, two nen associated with himpleaded guilty in court to
separate charges of allow ng Anwar to sodoni se them
( END)



	Ex-DPM Anwar arrested (NST 21/09/1998)

