01/ 04/ 1998

Expo to expl ore smart partnerships

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Malaysians will need to equip thenselves with
adequat e knowl edge and busi ness skills to succeed in a highly conmpetitive
sci ence and technol ogy-based world in the future.

Therefore, education will play an inportant role in not only spreading
know edge anong t he nmasses but al so devel opi ng a creative soci ety which
will thrive in the ever-changi ng world.

Towar ds this objective, the Langkawi Accomodati on for Visiting
Academics or Lava will be organising a five-day exposition and convention
to explore the possibilities of establishing smart partnershi ps bet ween
busi nesses in Islanm c countries and those i n non-1slam c nations.

The Langkawi International Islamc Science and Technol ogy Exposition and
Convention fromQGct 8to 13 will bring together scientists and busi nessnen
fromall over the world

"But it is not only about forging business Iinks. Mre inportantly, it
is for those fromMislimcountries, especially Ml aysians, to | earn and
acquire nore know edge on technol ogy and busi ness frompeople i n non-
Islam c countries," Kedah Menteri Besar Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d sai d t oday.

He was speaki ng at the signing cerenony of the nenmorandum of
under st andi ng between Lava, the Institute of |slam c Understanding
Mal aysi a and Eeman Consult (M Sdn Bhd to organi se t he exposition and
convention, known as Listec '98.

The exposition and convention is themed Sci ence and Technol ogy and The
I sl am ¢ Busi ness Communities: Towards d obal Networking and Partnership

Sanusi, who is al so Lava patron, said the Kedah Governnent pl aced great
enphasi s on t he devel opnent of education t hrough various projects,

i ncl uding providing I nternet access to nobsques and t he proposed
devel opment of the Langkawi International University of Tonorrow.

He said Listec '98 fornmed part of the State's pronoti on of | earning
activities and hoped that it woul d produce beneficial partnerships anong
partici pants.

Sanusi said the event, the largest to be held in the country, would al so
i ntroduce Mal aysia to foreigners and correct any m sconcepti ons t hey m ght
have of the country.

Lava managi ng di rect or Handan Sul ai man sai d anong t he obj ecti ves of
Listec '98 was to exhibit the products of technol ogi cal research and
devel opnent of Islam c countries and to expl ore enpl oynent opportunities
in science and technol ogy.

Handan sai d about 150 compani es fromlslam ¢ and non-Islam c countries
were expected to take part in Listec '98.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad i s expected to openit on
Cct 8.

It will be held with the support of the Ml aysian | ndustry-Gover nnent
G oup of Hi gh Technol ogy, Mal ay Chanber of Conmmerce and Sci ence,

Technol ogy and Envi ronment M nistry.

The New Straits Tines is the official English newspaper for the event.

Mal aysia Airlines, Hotel Helang Langkawi, Utusan Mal aysia, TV3 and
Nauti cal i nk Bhd are t he sponsors.
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