11/11/ 1998
Exporters eye 10pc of world furniture mart

Asi ah Buj ang

MALAYSI A' s furniture exports should be able to take up 10 per cent of the
world's furniture market by the year 2000 i f manufacturers take effort to
i nprove their product quality and enhance i nnovations, said Primary
Industries Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Li mKeng Yai k.

He said al t hough furniture export has i nproved to RVMB. 2 billion as of
this year, it forms only one per cent of the world' s furniture market.

"Wthin the period of 10 years since 1987, the (furniture) industry has
shown a 100 per cent inprovenment and it is tinely for those involved to
enbark on the "second phase", that is to create a niche market.

"To have such a narket, we will have to sell our acceptable designs at a
hi gher price to inmporting countries |ike the US, Europe and Japan," he
told reporters after officiating at a senmi nar on Furniture Design
Devel oprment in Kual a Lunpur, yesterday.

The sem nar was organi sed by the Mal aysi an Furniture Design Centre
(MFDC) .

Limsaid the main problemconfronting the furniture i ndustry is in the
forms of duplicated designs and over production, thus creating price
undercuttings which will eventually "kill the industry".

Earlier in his speech, the mnister said the MF-DC wi || be working on the
mechani cs and | egal framework to register furniture designs of both | ocal
and foreign origins.

"They wi || be accorded intellectual property protection under rel evant
aut horities and Mal aysian | aws," he said, adding that this will give
desi gners, manufacturers and deal ers their desi gn copyright protection.

MFDC i s ai ned at spearheading the industry's nove to produce up- market
and val ue-added furniture products by providing a conprehensi ve range of
services to manufacturers who wi sh to attain product design and quality.

At MFDC, | ocal designers - w th gui dance and expertise fromthe Japan
Desi gn Foundati on and ot her bodi es fromEurope and the US - will be
exposed to desi gns and qual ity managenent for the i nprovement of furniture
conponents.

Through the centre, furnitures fromvarious designs will be exhibited
and exported.

"Furnitures at the centre will be changed fromthree to six nmonths for
exhibition to potential buyers," Limsaid.

MFDC wi || al so act as a "one-stop" centre to facilitate potenti al
whol esal ers to place their orders at anytinme of the year.

The RV2.2 million centre will be officiated by Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hi r Mohaned on Novenber 20.
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