02/ 12/ 1998
Expressi ons of |ove on TV "~excessive'

[
RTM cane under scrutiny by several MPs during the debate on the Supply
Bill for the Information Mnistry at the Dewan Rakyat yesterday.

| ssues ranged fromlocal tel evisions dramas, need for a standardi sed use
of Bahasa Mal aysia in the broadcast nedia, the mnistry's panphl ets that
never got to the people, to the corporatisation of government tel evision
stations.

There was the i ssue of | ocal tel evision dramas show ng unneccesary and
excessi ve expressions of | ove which would do no good to the norals of the
young.

Thi s point was rai sed by Dat uk Badruddi n Am rul di n (BN Yan) who
conpl ai ned that too many | ocal dramas were portraying | ove scenes t hat
wer e excessi ve.

"There are many ot her ways of expressing |love for one another," he
remar ked.

In fact, he said fil mproducers and script witers should not include
such | ove scenes whi ch depict a man enbraci ng a wonan.

He al so sai d young people nmght imtate what they saw on tel evision as
sonet hi ng t hat was accept abl e.

Badruddi n al so touched on t he use of Bahasa Mal aysi a over the tel evision
networks, saying that it differed on RTMand TV3.

He sai d TV3 newsreaders used Bahasa Baku while TV1 and TV2 mai nt ai ned
t he normal Bahasa Ml aysi a, adding that this coul d cause confusi on anpong
the school children.

Badruddin al so call ed on RTMto reinstate the "Parlianment Report" after
the prinme time news at 8pm

Dr Nungsari Ahmad Radhi (BN-Balik Pulau) also called on RTMto provide
coverage for the Parlianent sitting.

He spoke at length on the inportance of the el ected representatives in
passi ng i nportant | egislations.

"W do not want the people to have the wong perception that MPs only
drive big cars or even have two or three wives," he said, which brought
| aught er anmong t he backbenchers.

Nugsari said this was a serious matter of the dignity and integrity of
MPs who nust earn the respect of the people.

He al so disagreed with the nove to corporatise TV1 and TV2 as this could
change t he present format of dissemnating information to the public.

Bari san Nasi onal Backbenchers C ub presi dent Ruhani e Ahmad (BN Parit
Sul ong) pointed out that the Informati on Departnment was i ncurring a |l ot of
wast age by printing magazi nes, booklets and posters that were not
distributed to the people but left idleinthe various district offices.

He said there was a need to |l ook into the practicality of printing such
itens now.

The departnment coul d | ook into el ectronic publishing and downl oadi ng
such material s that could be distributed to the people.

Dat uk Yap Pian Hon (BN Serdang) urged RTMto allocate tinme for MCA
| eaders to explain to the Chinese conmunity, particularly on TV1 or TV2,
on the country econonic issues.

He al so conplinented Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad for,
despite his busy schedul e, neeting representatives fromthe Federati on of
Chi nese Associ ations Mal aysiarecently to explainthe country's econonic
probl em



Yap al so asked whether the Mnistry had received feedback from
Mal aysi ans overseas on its overseas transm ssi on through the | nternati onal
Broadcasting Centre.

Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP- Kepong) asked about the rol e of RTMnow given the
setting up of the Mnistry of Energy, Conmunications and Ml tinmedi a.

"WIl TVl, TV2 and its radi o channel s be corporatised and | ater
privatised?"

Describing the Informati on M nistry as a Gover nment propaganda
machi nery, M Kul asegaran (DAP-Tel uk I ntan), said the tel evision and radio
broadcasts were al ways used to provide the public with a one-sided
pi cture.

He cited as an exanple the |l ast by-election in his constituency when the
I nformati on Departnent’' s vehicles and staff turned upin full forceto
support the ruling Governnent's candi date.

"But despite all this effort, they still lost," Kul asegaran said
bringi ng | aughter to t he House.

He al so questioned the rational behind the Mnistry's | easing of
vehi cl es from SPANCO Sdn Bhd.

He described it as odd that Governnment owned-vehicles were handed over
to the conpany, to be |l ater | eased fromthemat rates rangi ng fromRM3, 000
to Rvb, 000

But, he added that the board of directors was public know edge.

Yunus Rahnmat (BN-Jel ebu) questioned the training programes for the
Mnistry's staff, drawing attention to a plot of |and set aside for the
M nistry's training centre in Negri Senbil an whi ch had not been used.

He al so spoke on the attitude of certain Mnistry staff menbers who were
nmore occupied with fulfilling their political anmbitions than their work.

Not only that, when not busy with politics, they were busy pl ayi ng chess
or checkers during office hours.

LimKit Siang (DAP-Tanjung) raised the issue of attendance of nmenbers of
t he frontbench during proceedi ngs, remarking that full attendance could
probably be secured if the proceedi ngs were carried |ive.

"Even as we speak none of the frontbench nmenbers are present.”

Mohamad Sabu ( Pas- Kubang Krian) questioned why the four-day Umo genera
assenbly was given full coverage when this was not so for those of MCA
M C, DAP and Pas.

"Even t he keynot e addresses of these party | eaders were not provided
full coverage."

He sai d when the Kel antan Menteri Besar sought three-minute air time to
extend Hari Raya w shes, the request was turned down.

But, he added, a radi o broadcast froma nei ghbouring country provi ded
full coverage for the Menteri Besar

( END)
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