21/ 03/ 1998

Ext ensi on for foreign restaurant hel p sought

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - The MCw |l submt areport to Prine Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad seeki ng a tenporary extensi on for foreign workers
enpl oyed by Indian restaurants to renew their work permits.

Its president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vel lu said a working paper on the
matter woul d al so be submtted to the Cabi net by the end of next nonth.

He sai d this when speaking to reporters after opening the Ml aysi an
Musl i m Restaurant Oaners Associ ati on annual general neeting | ast night.

In a nove to reduce the country's dependence on foreign | abour and to
provi de enpl oynent to |l ocal s, the Governnent has deci ded not to renewthe
work permits of more than 700, 000 foreign workers in the service and
construction sectors. Instead, they will be given an optionto work in the
pl antati on and manufacturing sectors or face repatriation.

This ruling invol ves workers whose pernmits expire on or before Aug 15
this year.

Samy Vel lu said there were sone 8, 000 | ndi an restaurants enpl oyi ng about
45, 000 foreign workers.

He added that the extensi on woul d gi ve the restaurant owners sone tine
to train |ocals.
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