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Extraordi nary neasures needed to get back on track

Badrul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Extraordinary neasures are needed to resol ve the
current economi c probl ens as the conventi onal approach is not likely to be
effective, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad sai d.

He said the governnent was now | ooking into this.

Speaki ng at the Mal aysi an Mal ay Chanber of Commerce's annual dinner at a
hotel here, Dr Mahathir said:

"Any extraordi nary neasures taken by the government nust be fully
supported by the people if they are to be successfully inplenented."

Sayi ng he was not hinting at any new neasures in particular, the Prine
M ni ster said the governnent had, in the past, introduced extraordinary
neasures, including the manufacturing of Mal aysi an-nmade cars, the Ml aysia
I ncor porated policy and t he National Econom c Policy.

He said there were people who criticised these ideas, but eventually the
government was abl e to prove themw ong when t hese programmes turned out
successful ly.

Dr Mahathir told the gathering that the econom c problens could be
resol ved i f the peopl e, especially Bunmi putera entrepreneurs, continueto
support the governnent.

He warned that even the best plans formul ated by the governnent coul d
not resolve the problens if the people were disunited.

"I amglad that there is no disunity in the country and the people are
strongly behind t he governnent."

Dr Mahathir said that foreigners had often asked hi mwhy t here was no
rioting in the country despite the econom ¢ downturn

He said entrepreneurs in the country were fortunate as they did not have
to endure hardship |i ke those in nei ghbouring countries where formner
busi nessnmen had to resort to selling sandwi ches by the roadsi de.

However, he rem nded the busi nessnmen not to regard t he probl ens as snal
as even the governnment was finding it difficult to resolve them

"Though we are not badly affected, the situation itself has not shown
any recovery. The problemis still continuing and if we l[eave it
unchecked, we will becone |i ke sonme of the nei ghbouring countries."

Earlier, the chanber president Tan Sri Tajudin Ranmi in his wel com ng
address sai d menbers of the chanber pledged their full support to the
Prime Mnister in whatever action Dr Mahathir took to resol ve the econom ¢
probl ens.

He al so said the chanber, at its |ast general neeting held in My,
agreed to expand its role fromjust assisting Bum putera businessnento
wor ki ng cl osely with the government in hel ping the Ml ays
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