23 DEC 1998
Court - Anwar (Fam |y)
FAM LY SUPPORTED WRI TI NG OF LETTER, SAYS UWM HAFI LDA

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 23 (Bernama) -- Um Hafilda Ali, the author of a
| etter accusing Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mof sexual msconduct, told the
hi gh Court here today that she had her famly's support when she wote the
letter.

She said she di scussed and showed the letter to her fam |y nenbers
before sending it to the prine mnister.

"In ny letter to the prime mnister | stated that all ny five siblings
agreed with the report then," she said.

Um Hafilda, 31, the sister of Anwar's former private secretary,
Mohamed Azmin, said this at the trial of Anwar, 51, charged with four
counts of corrupt practice by abusing his position to interfere in police
i nvestigations into allegations of sexual n sconduct against him

The former deputy prime mnister is charged under section 2 (1) of the
Enmer gency (Essential Powers) O dinance 1970 which carries a maxi mum 14
years jail or RMR0,000 fine, or both, on conviction.

The letter, acconpanied by a sworn statenent by Azi zan Abu Bakar,
former driver of Anwar's w fe, accused Anwar of having an affair with
Azmin's wi fe, Shansidar Taharin, and of sodom sing Azizan.

Um Hafilda said under re-exam nation by senior deputy public
prosecut or Azahar Mhanmed t hat anot her brother, Azman, also agreed with the
| etter because he had joined her to spy on Shansidar, who was in a Dainler
car owned by Datuk S. Nall akaruppan, at Tivolli Villa in Bangsar.

Def ence counsel @urbachan Singh objected on the ground that this was
not raised in cross-exam nation but was overrul ed by Justice S.Augustine
Paul .

Umm Hafilda said the matter was nentioned in her letter to Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad.

Asked why she had said that her father |ater changed his stand, she
said that when the letter was witten, her father's stand was that anyone
who committed a wongdoi ng woul d bear the consequences and he had agreed
t hat Shansidar's conduct showed that she had a | over.

"After June 30, 1997, the relationship between Aznm n and ny ot her
si blings was not good because he apparently tried to abet in things that
were wong," she said.

Earlier, under cross-exam nation by Gurbachan Singh, she agreed that
she had never discussed the matter with Azm n and Shansi dar.

She said her relationship with Shanmsi dar was not so good after the
spying incident at Tivoli Villa on June 30 | ast year.

She di sagreed with counsel's suggestion that she did not give her
sister-in-law a chance to clear her suspicion.

"During a nmeeting anong us siblings at the house of ny el dest sister,
Norlia, Azmin tried to deny everything. Shansi dar was not present but we
sought Azmin's views regarding the matter of his wfe.

After that, she never nmet her sister-in-|law because "Azm n had di sowned
us as his siblings", she said.

The prosecution objected several tinmes to questions on the famly issue
saying that they had no rel evance to the case but the defence submitted
that they were relevant to show that Umm Hafilda's fam|ly was not with her
inthe witing of the letter as she had cl ai ned.
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Asked whet her she had sent a letter to Azmin from London, Umm Hafilda
said she had done so because she synpathised with Azm n.

"I asked himto | eave the problemto God because to nme, God knows
everything," she said, asking the judge to adnmoni sh counsel for shouting at
her .

"M @urbachan need not shout at nme, this is Ranadan,"” she said, to
| aughter fromthe gallery and Paul asked counsel to stop shouting.

Um Hafilda disagreed with Gurbachan Singh's suggestion that she was
the main reason the matter was brought into the open bwecause it was
di scussed by her nother, sisters and brothers.

She said that at the neeting of the siblings in Azman's house, Azmn
had sought their cooperation to change the contents of the |letter saying:
"You face the consequences. It's going to be a real battle if you don't
want to cooperate with me. My boss is close to the I1GP and ny boss is close
to the PMand I'mgoing to | odge a police report first thing tonorrow
morning if you don't want to cooperate,”

- - BERNAMA

NHD JK



	FAMILY SUPPORTED WRITING OF LETTER, SAYS UMMI HAFILDA (Bernama 23/12/1998)

