16/ 01/ 1998
PM MsC progressing well, not affected by econoni ¢ woes

Badrul H sham Mahzan

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad said
today Mul ti medi a Super Corri dor devel opnents were progressing well and
have not been affected by the current economic probl ens.

"What we are putting in are nerely the infrastructure and basic
facilities while the rest will be through i nvestnment on the part of the
people who will take up space in the MSC. "

He said this in replyto questions fromnewsnen after chairing the sixth
Nat i onal | nformation Technol ogy Council neeting at the Prinme M nister's
Depart nent .

However, Dr Mahat hir said the council was not briefed on the devel oprent
of the MSC at today's neeting, adding that there would be a briefing on
the matter at a later date.

On the outcone of the neeting, he said the council received and
del i berated on six reports subnitted by the task force

The reports are on Peopl e Devel opnent; | nfrastructure Devel oprment;
Application Devel opment; Operationalisingthe |nplenentation of the
Nat i onal | nformati on Technol ogy Agenda and Denonst rat or Appli cati ons;
Report on Year 2000 problem and, I T systens and Net wor ki ng | ntegrati on.

Dr Mahat hir al so announced Mal aysi a' s deci sion to host the Wirld Bank
Conference on d obal Know edge next year. The conference is ai ned at
creating a stable worl d systembrought about by the changing political,
econoni ¢ and soci al structure.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent and maj or conpani es were al so tackling
the Y2K or M || enni umBug which is a year 2000 software probl emt hat
refers tothe inability of many computer systens to read t he data
correctly in the new mllennium

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent on its part had engaged experts to
tackl e the conputer records in all its departments.

"However, we fear that the small and nmedi umsi ze i ndustries are not
focusi ng or doi ng anyt hing about this. And if they don't, they are going
to get into very serious trouble once we cross 1999 into 2000."

On the International Advisory Panel neeting in Cyberjaya on Feb 12 and
13, Dr Mahathir said 17 panel nenbers had confirmed their attendance.

"Some have yet to confirm W still have tinme, but we don't expect
everybody to attend. AP is a very big panel."

The panel has now expanded to 41, up from29 when the first | AP neeting
was hel d on Jan 16 | ast year at Stanford University in California.

Dr Mahathir said Mrcosoft chairman Bill Gates woul d not be attending
the neeting but would be comng in March

"I have just got aletter fromBill Gates, a very long letter. He wants
to have a special session. That is okay by me."

On the austerity drive, Dr Mahathir said the peopl e had responded very
wel | .

"I would like to enphasise that we do not want the people not to spend
noney at all because then we wi |l have probl ens with the busi ness peopl e.

"W don't want themto buy inported goods where |ocal itens are
avail able. "

On the reason for inviting IM- officials to the country when it did not
intend to seek its assistance, Dr Mahathir said this would give himthe
opportunity to air his views on econoni c probl ens faced by Ml aysi a as
wel | as by other countries.



( END)



	PM: MSC progressing well, not affected by economic woes (NST 16/01/1998)

