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Finally, our own car engine

ITStine had to cone. It will cone sooner than later. The conplete

Mal aysi an car. The prospect of one traversing the roads |oons large in the
hori zon now that the country has a prototype commrercial engi ne desi gned,
devel oped and built by Ml aysi an engi neers of the national oi

corporation, Petronas. Launched on Monday by the Special Functions

M ni ster, Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, who represented the Prinme M nister, Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad, the unveiling of the Petronas prototype
commercial engine truly marks another mmjor nilestone in the devel opnent

of the country's autonotive industry. W applaud not only the 15

engi neers, individually and collectively, but also Petronas for taking the
initiative to devel op a Mal aysi an engi ne, a devel opment that conpl enents
and will conplete the evolution of a truly indigenous car. A singular

achi everent by a singular group of a singular conmpany. All three would
surely be prides of the country.

The idea of devel oping a Mal aysi an car industry was part of Dr
Mahathir's | ofty agenda to industrialise the country. It began with the
desi gn and devel opnent and assenbly of the first Mal aysian car that rolled
out of Proton's assenply plant in 1985. It was only one nodel which had
many i nmported parts, including the heart, the engine. Since that first
nmodel , many nore have been devel oped incorporating increasingly nore
| ocal Iy produced parts. But the engine was foreign. The prototype
commerci al engine of Petronas will soon change the character of Ml aysi an
cars.

The seeds of Petronas' initiative to |aunch a project to produce a
commerci al engi ne were sown in 1995 when the national petrol eum
corporation becane the main sponsor of the Red Bull-Petronas Fornula One
racing team Its objective of venturing into the expensive arena of
Formul a One racing was two-fold. One, to pronmote and position its brand
nane globally towards realising its vision to be a |leading oil and gas
mul tinational of choice. Two, to enhance research and devel opnent and
nurture indi genous capabilities in engineering.

Petronas coul d not have picked a better sporting event to market its
brand name and | ogo. For Fornmula One racing is, after the Wrld Cup - the
soccer version - and the Aynpics, the nost widely foll owed and wat ched
sporting event in the world these days. Sponsorship led to partnership
wi th Sauber, a Swi ss autonmative engi neering technol ogy conpany. Initially
the joint venture fulfilled the engi ne needs of the Forrmula One racing
team It gradually led to other areas of co-operation, including the
transfer of technol ogy in designing and devel oping a state-of-the-art
commer ci al engi ne.

Si xteen nonths after the launch of the commercial engine project, the
prot otype engi ne was ready. Two were installed in tw different cars and
tested. After another year of fine-tuning it is now |launched. Al that
remains is conmercial production of the engine. It is a 2000 cc engi ne.
But it can be adapted and extended to a whole engine famly.

What is even nore significant, as Petronas chairnman, Tan Sri Azizan
Zai nul Abidin, said at the |launch, the project has nade available a core
group of engineers with the know edge and skill to design, devel op (and
buil d) engines. They will beconme the | eaders of even nore professionals.
Surely then the | aunch of the Petronas prototype comercial engine is the
dawn of a new era for the country's autonotive industry.



( END)



	Finally, our own car engine (NST 12/11/1998)

