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FI NANCI AL | SSUES TO TAKE CENTRE STAGE AT APEC SUW T - ABDULLAH

PULAU PI NANG Cct 17 (Bernama) -- Financial issues such as the attack
on the currencies by rogue specul ators and the Asian economc neltdown will
feature promnently at the APEC Leaders' Sunmit next nonth, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today.

He said the 18-nenber Asia-Pacific Econom c Co-operation (APEC) summit
was an appropriate forumfor Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad
to put forth his proposal to the international nonetary agencies to come up
with a global currency control nechanism

Dr Mahathir would certainly seize the opportunity to raise the crucial
i ssue at the sunmt to be attended by world | eaders including US President
Bill Cinton, he told reporters after attending an informati on session
organi sed by the Tanjung Umo division, here.

He said Dr Mahathir had al ready nmade the suggestion to the
I nternational Monetary Fund (I MF) and the Wbrld Bank to study the
possibilities to establish a mechanismto ensure the inflow of short-term
capital did not have adverse effects on currencies and the econony of a
country.

On anot her note, Abdullah said Umo still had credible | eaders, who
commanded t he respect and confidence of the people, to pursue the party's
struggl es and face the next general election

He said Umo would go to the polls with its present strength as the
party, with its credible | eadership, was confident of garnering the
peopl e' s support.

The party had a proven track record of its i mense contributions to the
country and people, said Abdullah, who is also Umo vice-president.

He was commenting on the statement by Dr Mahathir in Tokyo yesterday
that the Barisan Nasional (BN) would still formthe governnent in the next
general election although it mght not secure a big mgjority it enjoyed
now.

Abdul | ah al so urged Umo nenbers to be disciplined if they wanted unity
to prevail in the party.

"Discipline will take a beating if we always question (the directives
and party's stand)," he said, adding that the strength of Umo hi nged on
menbers' conpliance to the party's code of ethics and constitution
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