10 SEP 1998
Mahat hi r - Rescue
FI RE AND RESCUE DEPT GETS TWD CHOPPERS FOR ITS AIR UNI T

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 10 (Bernamm) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad today wi tnessed the handi ng over of two Russian M-17 1V
heli copters to be used by the newWy-formed Air Unit of the Fire and Rescue
Depart ment .

The choppers were handed over to Housing and Local Government M nister
Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh by the chairman and president of Airod Sdn Bhd Tan
Sri Ahmad Johan at the Airod facility in Subang, near here.

Dr Mahathir then named the helicopters "Pekaka" (kingfisher) and
"Enggang” (hornbill).

Airod, in a statenment, said the contract between the governnment and
Airod for the supply and mai nt enance of the Kazan-manufactured helicopters
and fire-fighting equi pmrent was realised in record tine before the start of
t he Kual a Lunmpur '98 Commonweal th Ganes, here.

The helicopters will be operated by the Royal Ml aysian Air Force crew
and the Fire and Rescue Departnent for fire-fighting and search and rescue
operations.

The statenent said the introduction of the dedicated helicopters was
the brainchild of the prime mnister for fire-fighting and rescue
operations in highrise buildings and for quick response to conbat forest
fires and other energencies and natural disasters.

As a | ong-term devel opment programme, Airod woul d undertake in-house
enhancenent of the M-17 1V helicopters with fitnent of equipnent such as
Doppl er System Wather Radar, d obal Positioning System and Forward
Looki ng Infra Red and other comunication and navi gati on systens.

The M -17 1V has a nmaxi mum t ake- of f wei ght of 13, 000kg and nor mal
crui se speed of 240kmh (129 knots). It has a flight range of 458 nautica
m | es and nmaxi mum payl oad of 4,000kg in normal take-off conditions,

Its maxi mum under sl ung payl oad capability is 5, 000kg.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Ting said RVb9 mllion had been
al l ocated for the purchase of the helicopters and fire-fighting and rescue
equi prrent .

He said that for the tine being, the helicopters would only be used for
limted purposes such as for transport and rescue operations.

Addi ti onal equi pnent would have to be installed to get the choppers
ready for fire-fighting operations.

"I't would be ready and fully operational in six nonths,"” he said.

Def ence M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar, who was al so present,
said the RVAF woul d provide the crew for the helicopters until the Fire and
Rescue Departnent had trained its own personnel
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