31/ 07/ 1998

Call for firmstand on Tanjong Pagar

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Umo Youth today urged t he Governnent to adopt a
firmstand concerni ng Si ngapore's shift of the Custons, immgration and
guarantine centre i n Tanj ong Pagar to Wodl ands.

In a statenment, Umo Youth pl edged its support for Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad who wants the centre to remai n at Tanj ong Pagar

"The Si ngapor ean Government, by publi shing copi es of the negotiation
| etters between both countries, is not hel ping to nake things better.

"It can, in fact, inpede efforts made by both countries to cone to an
am cabl e sol uti on.

"Umo Youth views this matter seriously as it goes agai nst the principle
of di plomacy and ethics."

Last Monday, Dr Mahathir, when approached on the matter during his visit
to Nami bi a, said Mal aysia woul d not shift its ClQfacilities fromTanjong
Pagar to Wbodl ands.

The Prinme M nister had said there nmust be an i nternati onal agreenent
approved by the Cabinet and Parlianment for such a shift to take pl ace.

He had said that any docunents signed by those who were not the heads of
governnent woul d not suffice
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