25/ 08/ 1998
First made-in-Mal aysi a 4WD vehi cl e | aunched

Rashi d Yusof; Rupa Danodar an

MALAYSI A' S first four-wheel drive vehicle, the Perodua Kenmbara, was

| aunched yesterday am dst heavy rain at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre in
Kual a Lunpur.

And as if to synbolise the car's ruggedness, Prine M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad drove off in the first Kenbara to be registered -
bearing the registration nunber of WGN 2020 - in the heavy rain at the end
of the cerenony.

The 1.3 litre vehicle, manufactured at Perusahaan O onobil Kedua Sdn
Bhd's plant in Serendah, Selangor, was given the thunbs up by Dr Mahathir
car deal ers and guests at the cerenony.

Signifying its potential attraction to custoners, a total of 475 units
of the car have been booked even though sal es have not started.

The | aunchi ng al so coincided with Perodua's introduction of a new | ogo
whi ch, anmong ot hers, represents a renewed sense of direction, and the
award of |1SO 9001 to Perodua by Britain's Vehicles Certification Agency.

Speaking at the | aunch, Dr Mahathir was confident Ml aysians would |ike
the Kenbara especially as it was the cheapest in its category.

It comes at a tinme when many car buyers are |looking for a nore
aer odynam ¢ four-wheel drive vehicle as conpared to other versions in the
mar ket .

"The new four-wheel drive | ooks sonewhere between a car and an old
station wagon.

"We are nmaki ng sonme progress,” said the Prime M nister

He added that Mal aysia was still able to introduce a new car into the
mar ket despite the econoni ¢ downt urn.

Thi s suggests consi derabl e confidence on the part of Perodua in the
donestic car narket.

The Prime M nister said the | aunch al so showed that the Ml aysi an
econony was not in such a bad shape as made out to be by sone.

It showed that Mal aysi ans have the purchasi ng power - or as Dr Mahathir
described in a lighter vein, " despite (being) said to be bankrupt, the
people still have RM, RMB (dua, tiga ringgit) to buy a Kenmbara."

He said as a devel opi ng country, Mal aysia should take pride in being
able to launch a car at a tinme when the econony was not doing very well.

To the appl ause by those present, Dr Mahathir added it was thus peculiar
for Malaysia to be introducing a new car when sone quarters have the view
that the econony was in a critical state.

"There nust be sonmething wong with the perception of Ml aysi ans of the
econom ¢ downturn ... we are doing all the wong things," he said, in a
i ght-hearted manner, and net by nore appl ause.

Dr Mahathir also alluded to comments by foreign journalists, adding that
in footballing terns they were |like the spectators who seemto know better
t han the pl ayers.

"We are in the business of running this country and one of the things we
want to do is, of course, to revive the econony.

"What ever they think of our ability to score, we can do many things by
our sel ves, for ourselves."

A total of 175,817 Kancil cars and 18,806 Rusa have been sold up to July
31.

Dr Mahathir said he drove a 850cc Kancil yesterday (at the opening of
the International Broadcast Centre in Angkasapuri) and found it to be



powerful, considering its size.

He commended Perodua staff and managenent whom he descri bed as bei ng
aggressive in exploring new markets, despite the econom ¢ downturn, with
many enquiries on the car coning from abroad.
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