09 NOV 1998
Engi ne- Launchi ng
FI RST MALAYSI AN PROTOTYPE AUTOMOTI VE ENG NE LAUNCHED

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 9 (Bernama) -- The first Ml aysian prototype
aut onoti ve engi ne "PETRONAS EOle" for the commercial vehicles was | aunched
at a cerenony in a hotel at the Kuala Lumpur Gty Centre (KLCC) here
t oni ght .

Speci al Functions M nister Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n performed the official
[ aunchi ng on behal f of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad who
was i ndi sposed.

The 2000cc hi gh perfornmance engi ne had been successfully tested on
Proton Satria and Proton Lotus Elise. It was designed and devel oped by a
team of 15 engi neers from Petronas, the main sponsor of the Fornula Race
One team of Red Bul | - Sauber-Petronas in 1995.

The sponsorship subsequently led to the setting up of Sauber Petronas
Engi eering AG (SPE) with 40: 60 equity share between Petronas and the Sw ss
aut onoti ve engi neeri ng technol ogy conpany.

SPE was initially set up to neet the engi neering needs of the Formul a
One racing team This devel oped into cooperation in other areas including
technol ogi cal transfer and design as well as devel opnent of the | atest
commer ci al engi ne.

The conmerci al engi ne project was | aunched with two-pronged objective,
maki ng use of Formula One technol ogy to design and devel op a prototype
engi ne for Petronas and achi eving effective technol ogi cal transfer and
capability involving Petronas engineers in the project.

Work on the prototype engi ne began in March 1997 with total invol venment
of Petronas engineers in the designing and analysis of the engine with its
devel opnent partners.

The first engine start-up was done on Feb 20 and four nonths l[ater on
June 23, a Proton Satria and a Proton Lotus Elise were fitted with the
prototype engines for test drive at the Johor Baharu circuit in Pasir
Qudang.

Petronas Chairman Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin in his speech described
t he I aunching of the prototype engine as one step forward in pronoting the
conpany's brand and Mal aysia to the world.

Dr Mahathir in his nmessage in the souvenir nmagazi ne said the
devel opnent of the prototype engine marked a milestone in Malaysia's effort
to devel op a conpetitive autonotive industry.

He said that although nost of the conponents used in the production of
the Proton cars were produced locally, the engine was still inported. He
congratul ated Petronas for taking the initiative in devel oping Mal aysia's
own engi ne.

- - BERNAVA

AFY ABG



	FIRST MALAYSIAN PROTOTYPE AUTOMOTIVE ENGINE LAUNCHED (Bernama 09/11/1998)

