07/ 07/ 1998
First Queen, Siti Hasmah anong four honoured

Thanam Vi svanat han

JOHOR BARU, Mon. - Malaysia's first Queen, and the Prime Mnister's wife
were anong four wonmen who were honoured with the Tokoh Wanita award by the
Sul tanah of Johor, for their outstanding contributions to the nation.

Tunku Puan Besar Kurshi ah Al mar hum Tunku Besar Burhanuddin, Datin Seri
Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, veteran politician and the nation's first wonan
Cabi net M nister Tan Sri Fatimah Hashi mand a former | eadi ng nenber of the
St John's Anmbul ance novenent Toh Puan Sadi ah Sardon were presented the
awar ds on the occasion of Hari Mawar or Johor Wnen's Day.

However, the 87-year-old Tunku Puan Besar Kurshiah and Dr Siti Hasmah
were unable to attend the presentation cerenony at the Mawar Hal |

Born in May 1911 in Negri Senbilan, Tunku Puan Besar Kurshiah was
married at age 18 to Tunku Abdul Rahman Tunku Miuhammad Shah.

Four years later in 1933, she becanme the Tunku Ampuan of Negri Senbil an.

When Mal aysi a achi eved | ndependence in August 1957, the coupl e ascended
the throne as the first Yang di-Pertuan Agong and Raj a Pernai suri Agong.

Tunku Puan Besar Kurshiah was honoured for her outstanding work in the
field of welfare.

She was al so active in pronoting education and the status of Ml ay
worren, primarily through the establishnent of the Mal aysian Islamc
Wren's Wl fare Board in 1961. She still heads the organi sation.

She has two daughters - the Sultanah of Kedah Tuanku Bahi yah and t he
consort of the |l ate Tunku Bendahara of Johor Tunku Shahari ah.

Dr Siti Hasmah was honoured for her work in pronoting wonen's and famly
health care

After her husband Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s appoi ntnment as Prinme
M ni ster, she continued to work tirelessly to pronote wonmen's heal th,
famly planning and literacy. She is also anmong the country's | eading
crusaders agai nst drug abuse.

Sadi ah has had a long and illustrious association with the St John's
Ambul ance and t he Mal aysi an Council of Chesire Honmes novenents.

She was al so one of the country's earliest and nost enthusiastic

pronoters of wonen's football, and | ed the Ml aysi an wonen' s football team
to the Asian Cup Wmen's Football tournanments in Japan and Hong Kong.
This still-glamurous | ooking 74-year-old is the wife of former M nister

and di pl omat, the |l ate Tun Saadon Zubir.

Fati mah was a | eading light of the Wanita Unmo novenent fromthe days of
t he foundi ng of Umo.

In 1969, she was el ected Menber of Parlinent for Jitra Padang Terap in
Kedah. That same year, she becane the first woman Cabi net M ni ster when
she was appointed Mnister for Wl fare, a post she held till 1973.

In her speech, Sultanah Zanariah pl edged to continue Mawar's charitable
work in spite of the difficult economc situation in the country.

She said Mawar woul d continue to reach out and hel p the needy "as nuch
as it is able to", and urged its nenbers to support the Government's
efforts at econonic recovery.

In conjuction with Hari Mawar, Sul tanah Zanari ah donated RML5, 000 to the
Tabung Dana Negara on behal f of Mawar

A further RMR265, 000 was donated by Mawar to a string of charitable
causes across the eight districts in Johor.

Mawar, or Johor Wdnen's Council, was founded 16 years ago and i s headed
by Sul tanah Zanari ah.



The organi sation has in the past donated mllions of ringgit for
charitabl e and wel fare causes in Johor.
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