29/ 06/ 1998
Dr Mto chair first water council neeting

Zubai dah Abu Bakar

| POH, Sun. - Tonorrow s inaugural National VWater Council meeting wll
deci de under which ministry the council will be placed apart from
deliberating on a long-termstrategy to ensure sufficient water supply for
the country.

Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Samy Vellu said the neeting, to be chaired
by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the Prime Mnister's
Departnent, will also hear views on inter-State water transfer from al
Menteris Besar and Chief Mnisters.

"Besides setting our target on water needs and anticipating future
probl ens, the neeting will also discuss inter-State water sal e and
char ges.

"W will plan a strategy for sufficient water supply for the next 25
years because the country cannot afford to be hit by a simlar water
shortage problemagain," he told reporters after opening the 34th annua
general neeting of Koperasi Guru-Quru Sekol ah I ndia Perak Berhad today.

Sany Vel lu said two papers, including one prepared by a consultant on
exi sting water resources, highlighting the possibility of utilising
alternative water sources in each State, would be tabled at the neeting

The ot her paper will explain why the council was set up and outline its
functi ons.

The Cabi net had approved the establishnment of the council on April 29 to
pl an and co-ordi nate water supply anong States in the event of water
short ages.

This followed the acute water shortage problens faced by residents in
the Kl ang Vall ey.

Sany Vel lu said the Governnent viewed the water shortage probl ens
seriously and hoped the setting up of the council will prevent a simlar
problemin future.
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