23/ 09/ 1998

Fi ve personalities give us their 10 all-tine favourite novels

ALL titles are published this century. The lists are in no particul ar
order.

* Marina Mahathir, activist

| took a | ook at the (Random House) list and was nortified to find that
| had only read two books on it, Mdnight's Children by Sal man Rushdi e and
Sophi e's Choice by WIliam Styron, both of which I would certainly have
put on MY list. My book readi ng has been very nuch sl owed down recently
because |'mso busy all the tinme. Most of these | read in the past few

years.
1. Mdnight's Children - Sal man Rushdie. |'msure he's a perfectly
horrible person, but a brilliant witer neverthel ess.
2. Sophie's Choice - WlliamStyron. | don't wite novels, but people

like Styron nake ne feel very inferior.
3. A Suitable Boy - Vikram Seth. Sinply |oved the whole ride.
4. Witten on the Body - Jeanette Wnterson. A very elegant witer, |'d
put all her books in if | could.
5. The God of Small Things - Arundhati Roy. Her first book, and it's a
star. Makes ne j eal ous.
6. Love in the Tinme of Cholera - Gabriel Garcia Marquez. | |ike magic
realism especially when it's set in tropical clines.
7. One Hundred Years of Solitude - Gabriel Garcia Marquez. As above.
8. Smilla' s Sense of Snow - Peter Hoeg. Also |ike the other one about
the woman and the gorill a.
9. Renmins of the Day - Kazuo |Ishiguro. So el egant and after that he
went funny. Couldn't read his | ast book at all
10. Tie between all those Chi nese books - Tinothy M, Amy Tan.
* Jo Kukathas - actor, director, founder of Instant Cafe Theatre
My ("no poetry, no plays, no non-fiction, strictly this century!") list
of 10 favourite books. Any list of favourite books is suspect, so
decided to let ny choice be governed by Sir Walter Scott's advice that
"Books, like friends should be fun and well-1|oved." (see CORRECTI ON
above) These are books | visit regularly.
The Once and Future King - T.H Wite
A House for M Biswas - V.S. Naipau
The Great Gatsby - F.Scott Fitzgerald
The Spire - WIIliam Gol di ng
M dnight's Children - Sal man Rushdi e
The Solid Mandela - Patrick Wite
Absal om Absalom - WIIiam Faul kner
The Bl ack Book - O pan Panuk
. Lucia's Progress - E.F. Benson
10. Love in the Tine of Cholera - Gabriel Garcia Marquez
* Raja Zarith Sofiah Sultan Idris Shah, author
The Joy Luck Club - Any Tan
One True Thing - Anna Qui ndl en
The God of Snmall Things - Arundhati Roy
Presumed I nnocent - Scott Turow
Lord of The Rings - J.R R Tolkien
ATime to Kill - John Gisham
The Robber Bride - Margaret Atwood
The Lives and Loves of a She-Devil - Fay Wl don
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9. The Sweet Shop Omer - G aham Swift

10. Si nmpl e Abundance - Sarah Ban Breat hnach

It is difficult to say that there is any one book that | consider the
best since there are so many authors who have witten i npressive and
i nfluential books.

However, one book that still holds ne entranced is Lord of the Rings by
J.RR Tolkien. |I read the book when | was 18 and re-read it |ast year.

After a gap of 20 years, | was still attracted to its magi c and nost of
all by its sinplest and nost profound nessage: that ultimtely good
triunphs over evil. It was witten |ong before science-fiction becane a
category on bookshel ves, and is probably one of the finest fantasy books
ever witten, conplete with its own Mddle Earth and peopl ed by humans,
dwar ves and el ves.

Per haps what also attracts ne still to this book is the idea that power
isirresistible and that it can corrupt. Wether it happens in a fictiona
| and or not, it perhaps says a | ot about our human strengths and
weaknesses.

* Amir Mihanmmad, scriptwiter, columist

Conpared to its artistic heyday in the | ast two decades of the 19th
century, the novel as an art formis now nainly a dormain for weird
transgressive sex, kinky notives and gratuitous provocation. | thoroughly
approve of this trend. This is because | amcurrently witing a novel
nyself and | never thought research could be this nuch fun.

M dnight's Children - Sal man Rushdi e

Lolita - Vladimr Nabokov

Money - Martin Am s

Aunt Julia and the Scriptwiter - Marion Vargas Ll osa
The Wngs of the Dove - Henry Janes

The Secret History - Donna Tartt

The Mal ayan Trilogy - Anthony Burgess

American Psycho - Bret Easton Ellis

The Grifters - Ji m Thonpson

10 No Longer at Ease - Chi nua Achebe

* Andrew Khor - copywiter and partly responsible for the tagline
NalayS|a Bol eh!

Mut ant Message from Down Under - Marl o Morgan

The Nanme of the Rose - Unberto Eco

Lord of the Rings - J.R R TolKkien

Restaurant at the End of the Universe - Dougl as Adans
Yes M nister - Jonathan Lynn and Ant hony Jay

To Kill a Mckingbird - Harper Lee

Wld Swans - Jung Chang

Book of 5 Rings - Eiji Yoshi kawa

Hunt for Red Cctober - Tom C ancy

10 Judge Dee - Robert Van Gulik
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11. Al Creatures Great and Small - Janes Herri ot

Mut ant Message is the | atest book |'ve read. A friend | oaned nme her
copy. Chucked it aside and | didn't look at it for about a nonth. Till one
day.

Since | really didn't have anything better to read, | dusted it and

decided to give it a go

| finished it in two days.

The author clains her story is true, but people may accept it as fiction
if they w sh.

| was so enthralled that | had to get my own copy.

Imagine, if you arrived at a neeting-place mles fromcivilisation,
sonmeone burnt everything you had - noney, credit cards, shoes, clothes -



gave you a rag to wear and then invited you for a 1, 400km wal kabout
barefoot in the Australian outback. You nust be off your rocker! But this
American wonan did it, and | earnt many val uabl e | essons about hersel f,
about man and about our connection with Mther Earth.

Check it out. If your nental stereotype of an Australian aborigine is
that he is only a stone age savage, you're in for a terrific surprise.
They possess an anci ent wi sdom which will bl ow your m nd.

( END)
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