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Focus on world class athletes in sales blitz, Sukom'98 told

Azr ani Rustam

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Cabi net has asked Sukom Ni nety Ei ght Berhad to
step up pronmotional efforts for the Kuala Lunpur Commonweal t h Ganes by
focusing on individual events and worl d-cl ass conpetitors taking part in
t he Games.

Youth and Sports M nister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yassin said the Cabi net had
been informed by the conpany on its | atest pronotional plans and had
reports fromother mnistries at its meeting today.

"The Cabi net wants nore focus on positive news and advertisenents about
the Ganes which will create nore interest anong the public," he told a
Press conference on t he Bangsar- Cormonweal th Games XVI carnival at his
of fi ce today.

He said the Cabinet was satisfied with the reports but directed rel evant
agencies and mnistries to also intensify efforts to nake the Ganes a
success.

But the pronotional blitz would not involve nore funds, he added. "Sukom
Ni nety Ei ght Berhad will have to spend on this extra pronotional exercise
usi ng resources it already has."

Muhyi ddi n said al though the recent aggressive pronotional exercise had
i ncreased ticket sales, nore was needed to ensure that the Ganes woul d
attract nore spectators.

"The effect of the pronotional activities so far has been wi despread. It
has created an awareness of the event in the country, including fishing
villages."

Muhyi ddi n said strong support from State Governnents, the private sector
and the media had al so contributed to the pronotion of the event.

He said so far 222,300 tickets out of 1.28 million tickets had been sold
for the 10-day event, set to start on Sept 11.

While the figure m ght seem|ow, Mihyiddin said the sal es had exceeded
that of the | ast Commonwealth Ganes in Victoria, Australia.

He said the magjority of the tickets sold were to |ocal spectators,
especially to those in the Klang Vall ey area. "W expected this since they
Iive near the Ganmes venue."

But Muhyiddin said the sales of tickets abroad had not been encouragi ng.
"W are not too concerned about this right now since there has been very
positive response |locally. But we still hope that nore foreigners wll
conme to the Ganes."

On athletes' participation, Mihyiddin said while sone big nanes, like
Canada's 100-netre world record hol der Donovan Bail ey, would not be
participating, the Ganes woul d not be short of other sporting stars.

"The participating countries have to submit the conplete list of their
athl etes by Aug 11 and Sukom Ninety Ei ght Berhad will publicise the |list
of participants.”

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will officiate at the
carnival in Bangsar on Aug 15. The event is jointly organi sed by the
M ni stry, Lenbah Pantai Menber of Parlianent office, Bangsar Baru Busi ness
Counci| and several resident associations in Bangsar.

It is ained at providing information to the public about the Ganes,

i ncreasing ticket sal es and pronoti ng Bangsar as a tourist destination
during the Ganes.
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