05/ 05/ 1998

Don't nake us fodder for nedia vultures

THE nessage was very clear. Atimely wake-up call for all concerned. For
every Mal aysi an.

The success of the Commobnweal th Ganes, just 129 days away, depends on
ALL of us even if it sinply nmeans buying a ticket to watch an event or
cheering the Mal aysian athletes fromthe confines of your living room

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad may have been addressing
the 10,000 volunteers at the M nes Exhibition Centre on Sunday when he
urged themto denonstrate their patriotismand strive to nake the Ganes
the best ever. But those words were surely neant for all of us.

"The success of the Ganmes depends on you. Let's together make it the
best Commonweal th Ganes ever held," the Prine Mnister said to the | oud
cheers and appl ause fromthe vol unt eers.

And how do we ensure that it is going to be the best ever?

Well, |ike Dr Mahathir said, making sure that the Ganes are wel
organi sed i s not enough. W have to nmake sure that those who visit
Mal aysi a during the Ganes return hone with fond nenories of our country.

It doesn't take nmuch to tarnish that i nage as we nuch-travelled
Mal aysi ans wel | know. What nay be minor eyesores to us, like dirty
toilets, foodstalls, streets, uncollected rubbish, are nmajor turnoffs to
nmost Westerners who will formthe bulk of the tourists expected for the
Ganes.

The Ganes offer us this great opportunity to stop taking things for
granted and educate ourselves in sinple, but vital, natters |ike hygi ene,
water, the air and the such. Things we nustn't pull a curtain over for the
Ganes and forget about |ater.

For these "hone inprovenents' will be beneficial to us in our own
progressi on and evol ution

To do that, we nmust overcone our natural aversions, hypocrisies and
bigotry even if it neans having to do things which runs agai nst the grain
of our very exi stence.

Things |ike getting your hands dirty picking up other people's rubbish
and cleaning the toilets. For the country is our honme and every citizen
has a duty to keep it as clean as he would his own abode.

For sinply put, it will take an effort to make the Ganes a success.

Fabul ous venues and facilities alone will not achieve that. The human face
we put on must be a caring, honest and sincere one as well.

The Ganes will be nore than a window to Mal aysia, it will also be our
com ng of age party when we show new |l evel s of maturity, tol erance and
ci vi ¢ consci ousness.

For we will not be deceiving the world with facades and pretense couched
in hypocrisy. This will only make the flaws all the nore obvi ous.

The Ganes nust be the dawni ng of that realisation

It is therefore inportant not only for the volunteers, but every
Mal aysi an to safeguard the country's i mage and make the event a success.

The vol unteers and general public aside, the Ganes organisers will also
have to nake sure there are no enbarrassing glitches, no matter how smal |
once the Ganes are underway.

For the human tendency is to remenber the faults and the inconveni ences,
never mind the overall euphoria and joy the Ganes nay generate.

The Atlanta A ynpics are a recent enough exanple. There was as nuch,

i f
not nmore, witten about the bungles and funbles than the spectacle itself.



The problems with the results and transport systens earned Atlanta the
unfl attering nickname of the ~Cockup Ganes'

We don't want that after putting in so nuch into these Ganes.

G ven the kind of relationship that our country has with the foreign
media, it would be inviting a feeding frenzy of sorts.

The escal ati ng pace of preparations will only get nore hectic as the
hour appr oaches.

Dr Mahathir's call to the athletes to nake the necessary sacrifices to
achi eve hi gher standards and do the nation proud shoul d al so be heeded.

These are tough tines and the rewards nmay not be as bountiful, but the
athletes owe it to thenselves to excel to the best of their abilities.
Anyt hing | ess than their best would be a cop-out, to thensel ves, the sport
and the nation.

Sukom the Sports Mnistry and the athletes are the main players whose
roles are clearly defined and, | et us hope, clearly understood.

For their efforts to gell, all of themnust put aside their petty peeves
and jeal ousi es to nmake sure that Ml aysi a Bol eh.

There is an Anmerican saying that "~Heroes are nmade in overtine.'

For in that noment of greatest need, with the deadline al nbst up and the
work still not quite conplete, is when those heroic nen and wonen rise to
t he occasi on and get the job one.

Let's hope this doesn't happen to the KL Ganes. That Sukom and the
Sports Mnistry do the necessary with tine to spare, the inevitable |ast-
m nute glitches nothw thstandi ng, of course.

For, heroes or otherwise, it is hell paying overtime in these trying
tines.

( END)
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