16/ 04/ 1998

Fonta calls for national policy on issue

SEREMBAN, Wed. - The Federation of Ml aysi an Consunmers' Associ ati ons has
call ed on the Federal Governnent to draw up a national water policy
followi ng support by alnpost all States to set up the National Water
Counci | .

Fonta president Handan Adnan said today the formati on of the NWC shoul d
be followed by a NWP whi ch enphasi ses on the snooth distribution of water

suppl y.

The policy should stress the need for the authorities to keep the public
well infornmed on the action and neasures to be taken to address a water
crisis.

"This way consuners' interest will be protected and that they will not
be left high and dry during a crisis," he said.

Handan sai d Fonta supported Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad's call on the
urgent need to set up the council to co-ordinate water supply managenent
nati onw de.

"This way the probl emof water faced by one State will be i mediately
addressed under the systemby other States with excess water," he said.

The current drought supposedly caused by the El N no phenonenon had al so
resulted in uncertain weather conditions.

"Since 95 per cent of the country's water are fromsurface water, we
have to find other alternative sources |ike ground water to suppl ement our
| ong-termneeds, " he added.

The use of ground water is not newas it widely used in Europe and the
United States, especially in California, he said.

Meanwhi | e, the Canadi an Graduates Associ ati on of Sel angor and Kual a
Lunpur called on the Federal Governnent to take over water nanagenent
nati onw de.

The Federal Governnent should fornmul ate a national integrated water
network systemsimlar to the national electricity distribution network,
its chairman for public affairs sub-commttee Tan Hook Chuan sai d.

Tan said it is also tinme to | ook i nto how Si ngapore conserves its water.

( END)



	Fomca calls for national policy on issue (NST 16/04/1998)

