14/ 12/ 1998

“Foreign forces out to underni ne PM

KEDAH del egat e Dat uk Badruddin Am rul din yesterday | ashed out at external
forces out to undermne the credibility of Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir
Mohamad' s | eader shi p, saying that agents were being sent to incite unrest
in the country.

These forces were targeting the nation's econony in their unending
efforts to weaken the country.

He added that even efforts to alert the grassroots to this threat proved
futile until US Vice-President Al Gore's openly supported the so-called
ref ormasi nmovenent.

Badruddin call ed on nenbers to renmain united and support the party's
| eader shi p.

Badr uddi n, who has the reputation of being the live wire in party
general assenblies, could not resist a few jokes.

In fact, in his usual funnynman style, he elicited giggles in the
auditoriumearlier when he began his speech.

As he adjusted the microphone, he uttered the words "Solid Gip."

The amendnents passed yesterday, he said, proved that the party and its
| eadershi p practi sed transparency.

Then he went on to say that even the plastic files approved for
distribution by the party's secretary-general Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k were
“transparent' fol ders.

But the clincher he of fered was when he got the del egates to give Dr
Mahat hir a standi ng ovati on.

He had drawn an anal ogy between the party president and a di straught
nmot her whose i nfant was ordered by a sultan to be cut in two to settle a
di spute about who was the real nother of the child.

He said the nother who shed tears as she gave up her baby to the other
worman in order to save her child' s Iife was making a sacrifice.

"Just |ike our | eader who has on many occasi ons shed tears for the | ove
of the party and country. So as a gesture of our |ove and appreciation for
him | ask all of you to stand up and gi ve himan ovation."

And this, everyone did.

( END)
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