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Forei gn | eaders shoul d | eave us alone to sort out our problens
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PRI ME M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad has nmade a nane for hinself
and the country in the international arena. H's courage to speak out

agai nst the powerful has earned admiration from many.

At the sanme tine, he has also incurred the wath of many powerful
peopl e. When he spoke out against the currency traders and CGeorge Soros,
he was ridiculed. To those who hate his guts, the die is cast.

When Mal aysi a i mposed t he exchange rate controls, many specul ators were
caught short and suffered | osses. That increased their hatred for the
Prime M nister and Mal aysi a.

The forces aligned agai nst Malaysia and Dr Mahathir in particular are
very powerful. Practically all the foreign nedia, including the British
Br oadcasti ng Corporation, became their nouthpieces.

Deli berate lies and distorted reports about Ml aysia are continuously
churned out to discredit us. During the haze probleml|ast year, their
reports inplied that the whole country was bl anketed with haze throughout
the year. They tried very hard to prolong the haze problemright up to the
Comonweal t h Ganes.

However, the Ganes went on snoothly with fine weat her throughout. It
must be a great disappointnent to those who were waiting to bury Ml aysia
i f something went w ong.

Unfortunately, they have caused us a | ot of damage. How nmany tourists
have been di ssuaded fromconi ng to Ml aysi a because of their slanderous
reports?

It is very unfortunate that the issue of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhad to
erupt. It gives just the right excuse to the forces waiting to hit out at
us. Hence, we have nore and nore negative reports fromthe foreign nedia.

There were also the |ikes of former Hong Kong Governor Chris Patten who
shanel essly said that Anwar was beaten to a pul p. There were those who
equated Malaysia with Iraq. Calls were nade by some quarters for sanctions
to be i nposed agai nst us.

Whi | e not denying that Anwar has friends overseas, | amsure there are
many who are speaki ng out not because they | ove Anwar but because they
hate Dr Mahat hir.

To Anwar's supporters, | hope they can recogni se that these people are
maki ng use of the issue to continue their barrage of condemmati on agai nst
Mal aysia. | amsure no patriotic Malaysian would like to be a party to any
pl ot to harmthe nation.

To the | eaders of the Western world, | appeal to you to treat Mal aysia
fairly. You cannot put us together with Irag for we are never a threat to
anybody.

To think that Malaysia has a policy simlar to apartheid is absurd. To
say that we are not as denocratic as you people, well, it's not wong but

then we have different needs.

Had it not been for restraint or control of the Press and the so-called
draconi an Governnent, we could have had religious riots as recent as a few
nmont hs ago.

If our Press can slander and lie |like those in the Wst, it needs only a
coupl e of nonths for the vernacul ar papers to stir up racial or religious
i ssues to burn the whol e country.

So, to President Bill Clinton, Prime Mnister John Howard and ot her
| eaders, please | eave Mal aysia alone to sort out our own problens. |f you



try tointerfere, it will only nake matters worse. The stability and peace
that have been in existence for the last 30 years may be shaken.

A peaceful and stable Malaysia is a blessing to Malaysians. It is also
in the best interests of the US, Australia and the world to preserve this
stability.



	Foreign leaders should leave us alone to sort out our problems (NST 11/11/1998)

