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FOREI GN MEDI A QUT TO TOPPLE MAHATHI R S GOVT, SAYS MOHAMED

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 9 (Bernama) -- Information M nister Datuk Mhaned
Rahmat said today he suspects that the foreign nedia is conspiring to bring
down Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s gover nnent by playi ng
up the issue on the dism ssal of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
gover nnent and Umo.

He said the foreign nedia seenmed to have sone political agenda on
Mal aysia to force sone kind of reformation to underm ne Dr Mahathir's
| eadershi p and bring down the governnent.

"I'f they (Ml aysians) think Dr Mahathir is wong they can deci de during
t he general elections.

"If they think Anwar is right then they can decide. But today Anwar is
out of the governnent and the party, and he is expressing his unhappi ness
everywhere using foreign nedia," he said, answering questions from foreign
journalists after officiating the Main Press Centre (MPC) of the
Commonweal th Ganmes XVI, here.

He said the ousted deputy prinme mnister m ght be able to convince the
foreign nmedia but Ml aysi ans would not be easily influenced.

Mohamed al so accused foreign nmedia of being one-sided in their reports
of the political developnents in the country because they only reported the
vi ews of those who opposed the governnent.

"If you ask people who oppose the governnment then what they say does
not necessarily reflects the feeling of all Ml aysians. The majority of
people in this country support the governnent although sone may not agree
with the governnment's actions,” he said.

On press freedomin Ml aysia, he said the governnent inposed no
regul ati on on the | ocal press except on sensitive issues which could affect
nati onal security.

"The | ocal papers condemn al nbst about everything. | have al so been
condemmed for saying things which | felt was right,"” he said.

He said the governnent believed in the freedomof the press as |long as
the reports were responsible and fair.

Mohamed al so said Anwar had not been charged in court "but the foreign
media i s making |ike Anwar has been punished...there is some kind of
political agenda out there."
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