03/ 08/ 1998

Chua: Foreign nedia's stand a contradiction

MJUAR, Sun. - MCA vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng today chided the
foreign nedia for blamng the econom ¢ downturn on Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad and t he Bari san Nasi onal Governnent.

He said the foreign nedia had contradi cted t hensel ves as only a few
years ago, they had prai sed Dr Mahathir and t he Governnent for maintaini ng
a vi brant econony.

"They bl ame Dr Mahathir for causing the ringgit's fall when he started
speaki ng out agai nst the unethical practices of the West," he said at the
openi ng of the RML.2 mi | | i on Kwantung Associ ati on bui |l di ng.

Chua, who is al so Health M nister and Menber of Parlianment for Bakri,
sai d Thail and, | ndonesia and South Korea had "remai ned qui et" but their
currenci es had al so depr eci at ed.

"We are fortunate to have a stabl e Governnent under Dr Mahathir. The
econom ¢ problemis caused by external factors. It has nothing to do with
our | eaders or Government."

He said the Governnment had devi sed strategies to overcone the problem
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