12 COCT 1998
Abdul  ah-Trai tors
FOREI GN M NI STRY STUDYI NG WAYS OF ACTI NG AGAI NST TRAI TORS

KUALA LUMPUR, Cct 12 (Bernama) -- The Foreign Mnistry is studying the
formof |egal action that can be taken against the "country's traitors” who
have been condemmi ng Mal aysia's | eaders and di screditing the governnent
over seas.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi said today the
mnistry's legal officers were studying how far the actions of fornmner
Penang Umo Youth Chief Dr Abdul Rahi m Ghouse and fornmer Umo Youth
Assi stant Secretary Saifuddin Nasution overseas had gone agai nst the |aw

"W have no power to detain them over what they have done," he said.

"We are studying the formof |egal action against them Qur |egal
of ficers are studying how their actions have breached certain | aws such as
the Sedition Act or other such |aws," he said.

He earlier witnessed the signing of bilateral agreenments between
Mal aysi a and Swaziland at the Prine Mnister's Departnment here. Swazil and
i s sandwi ched between Mbzanbi que and South Africa and gai ned i ndependence
fromBritain in 1968. Its King Mswati Ill is now on an official visit to
Mal aysi a.

Abdul | ah was comenting on the nove by Abdul Rahimand Saifuddin to
condemrm Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad and discredit the
governnment follow ng the sacking of Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimfromthe
Cabi net and his expul sion from Umo over alleged corruption and noral
m sconduct charges.

Abdul | ah sai d Mal aysi an di pl omatic m ssions in the Philippines,

Thai |l and and | ndonesia, visited by the two nen, were nonitoring their
activities.

Rahi mwas said to be now in Indonesia and Saifuddin in Thail and.

Abdul I ah stressed that their activities had not in the |east affected
the country's interests.

He said Mal aysia's anbassadors in the countries concerned had been
asked to neet the heads of governnent and al so non-gover nnent al
organi sations to explain the actual situation.

Asked about the tel ephone call received by H gh Court Judge Dat uk
Augustine Paul, who is the presiding judge in the Anwar case, allegedly
froma United States Senator, Abdullah said,"This is one exanple of
i nterference we cannot accept."”

"Such action anobunts to interference as though we do not understand the
| aw and are unable to enforce the law well," he added.

Paul , who had | odged a police report over the tel ephone call, said the
cal l er had asked himto ensure that the trial was fair and that he would be
"nmonitoring the trial" when it began on Nov 2.
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