14/ 12/ 1998

Forei gn power behind “puppet' may try again: Dr M

THE foreign power that was behind a failed attenpt to control the

Mal aysi an Governnment with the use of a "credible puppet” may try again
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad warned Umo | eaders
yest er day.

In a speech that drove hard on the nessage that the Ml ays nust unite,
the Umo president said recolonisation will succeed only if the Malays are
di vi ded.

He told of how a foreign power, detecting the seeds of disunity anong
the Mal ays, started their search for the credi bl e puppet to achieve its
anmbi tion to doni nate Mal aysi a.

"Once they have identified this puppet, they used his weaknesses to
control him They enpl oy many ways to ensure that the puppet cones under
their control

"Thus, special treatnent is givento him... in the end, they hope the
puppet can take over the country's | eadership and carry out their orders.
Indirectly, colonialismwould have happened, " he said.

But the efforts by the puppet failed and the forei gn power becane
incensed. Inits anger, it exposed itself by openly supporting attenpts to
bring down the country's | eadership.

"This is what happens now. It is obvious that an attenpt to recol oni se
the country has been made. This tinme they failed. But there is no
guarantee that they will not try again," he said.

Addr essing sone 1,900 party |l eaders at the Umo extraordi nary genera
meeting in Kuala Lunmpur, Dr Mahathir said Umo still holds the key to
whet her or not foreign powers could recol oni se Mal aysi a.

"As long as Umo is strong and solid, as long as unity in Umo cannot be
broken, the attenpt by foreign powers to paral yse and redonmi nate this
country will fail," he said.

Umo, he said, is no ordinary political party as it also forms the
backbone and foundation of the ruling party, Barisan Nasional.

"I'f Umo is weak, the BN will also be weak; if BN is weak, the
Governnent of Malaysia will also become weak and the weakness of the
Mal aysi an Governnment will result in the country being col onised,” he said.

Apart fromthe recol onisation attenpt by foreign powers, Dr Mahathir
spoke on denpcracy and cronyi smand factionalismin Umo.

He said the former colonial powers discreetly try to weaken the new y-

i ndependent countries by creating disunity anmong the rakyat and provinces.

These fornmer colonialists, he said, are prepared to supply weapons to
certain factions so that the existing | eaders will be weakened and the
countries would cone under their control

They al so started the propaganda on the so-call ed human rights abuse in
these small, new y-i ndependent countires, he said, noting that the
colonialismis still very much alive and will thrive although the world
enters the next nillennium

Until now, Ml aysia has a credible Governnment through the formla
created by Umo founders, and it is the responsibility of each Umo nenber
and all Mal ays and Bumi puteras to ensure the continuity of the party's
strength and credibility.

Cronyi smand factions nust not exist in the party as they will cause a
split and weaken the party, he said, pointing out that a true denocratic
culture requires the election of |eaders through friendly conpetition.



Denocracy is the best political systemcreated by man. Bei ng man- nade,
the systemhas its pros and cons.

The advant ages and di sadvant ages of denocracy, he said, do not depend on
the system its constitution or the arrangement of its rules.

"The pros and cons of denobcracy depend on its practitioners thensel ves.
If the practitioners are efficient and know the [imtation of denobcracy,
the denocratic approach will bring benefits,” he said.

On the other hand, if denocratic practitioners concentrate only on the
freedomin the system regardless of the danger of such freedom Dr
Mahat hir said this kind of denocracy will destroy its practitioners.

He said the proposed anendnents to the Umo Constitution woul d protect
the party fromthe abuse of denocractic freedomthat could result in
disunity and a weak party.

But he noted that the anended Constitution by itself cannot guarantee
the party's credibility and its continued exi stence.

"The things that guarantee the credibility of the party is the
under standi ng and ability of party nmenmbers in applying the Constitution,"
he sai d.
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