10/ 07/ 1998
For ei gn propaganda had hand in Arau | oss, says PM

Fadzi| Gnazali

FOREI GN propaganda on nepoti smand cronyi smhad a hand in the Barisan
Nasi onal (BN) defeat in the Arau parlianmentary by-el ection, although a
weak el ection machinery was cited as the main factor for the loss to PAS

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad told a press conference
after chairing an Umo Suprene Council neeting |ast night sonme voters were
taken in by allegations of nepotismand cronyi smin Governnent.

"The accusation of nepotismwas nmade by foreigners, and locals tend to
bel i eve what ever the Westerners say," he said.

The neeting, which | asted nearly four hours till nidnight, discussed the
Arau defeat and charges of nepotismand cronyismraised during | ast
mont h's Umo general assenbly, the Umo president and BN chai rnman sai d.

The neeting explained to Umo Youth head Datuk Zahid Hami di, who raised
the issue during the Umo Youth assenbly, that there is no nepotism or
cronyismin Umo and the BN

When asked if he expects the issue to crop up again, Dr Mahathir said
t he question shoul d be posed to Zahid.

The Umo Youth chief's response was: "It's settled".

Dr Mahathir said reports on nepotismin the Governnent were used by PAS
to win votes.

In addition, PAS had strengthened its election machinery with its
| eaders from Kel antan, Terengganu and Kedah going to Arau to canpai gn, he
added.

"CGenerally, we feel our loss in Arau had nore to do with PAS using
students who were staying in hones of the voters. As such, they nanaged to
change voters' perception of Umo."

Dr Mahathir conceded that Umo was al so over-confident because the party
had peviously won by a big nmajority.

Dr Mahathir said in a way Umo's loss "is a good thing for the party
because it will act as a remnmi nder"”.

"Now, we know if we do not give our best efforts and overcome our
differences, we will |ose."

In the Arau by-el ection, BN candidate Ismail Kassimfrom Umo, who is
the brother of Perlis Menteri Besar Tan Sri Shahi dan Kassim |ost to PAS
Hashi m Jasin by 1,323 votes.
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