23 JUL 1998
Par| i anent - EPF
FOREI GN WORKERS TO CONTRI BUTE TO EPF FROM AUG 1

KUALA LUMPUR, July 23 (Bernamm) -- Foreign workers in Ml aysia except
housemaids will be required to contribute 11 per cent of their incone to
t he Enpl oyees Provident Fund (EPF) from Aug 1, the Dewan Rakyat was told
t oday.

Enpl oyers woul d contribute RVb for each of their foreign workers,

Deputy Fi nance M nister Datuk Wng See Wah told the Dewan during Question
Ti me.

Replying to Datuk LimSi Cheng (BN Senai), said the foreign workers
woul d be allowed to withdraw all their EPF contributions once they deci ded
to return to their country.

To a question fromDr Yap Yit Thong (BN Lunut), Wng said the Ml aysi an
Government did not know the actual anmpbunt of savings by Ml aysians with the
Central Provident Fund (CPF) of Singapore.

He said the problemfaced by Ml aysi ans from Peni nsul ar Ml aysi a
wi shing to withdraw their CPF contributions had been raised by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad during the visit of Singapore Prine
M ni ster Goh Chok Tong to Kual a Lunpur in February this year.

"The Singapore Prime Mnister had agreed to consider Malaysia's request
that its citizens from Peninsul ar Ml aysia be allowed to withdraw their CPF
contributions on |eaving the republic even before they reached the age of
55," he said.

However recently the Singapore authorities linked the issue of CPF
wi thdrawal s to the supply of raw water from Mal aysia to that country.

"The Mal aysi an Governnment will continue talks wi th Singapore on
resolving the issue of CPF w thdrawal s,” he added.
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