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Foreigners thrilled to neet Dr M

Jessi ca Wehr man
KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - They stood in line, sonetinmes for hours, to shake the
hand of a | eader of a country that was not theirs.

But the foreigners who went to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s open house today all said the visit was worth the wait.

Thomas Schol |, 26, of Cermany, canme to Mal aysia for his professiona
training in the plastic industries. But when his |anguage teacher told him
about the open house, he could not resist the opportunity to neet the
Prime Mnister.

"I can't imagi ne shaking (German Chancellor) Hel mut Kohl's hand I|ike
this," he said.

Schol|l was one of the fewvisitors to the country who blended in with
Mal aysians fromall |levels of society to see the Prime Mnister and his
wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Ali in their hone.

M chael Guiney of Australia has visited Mal aysia nmany tines in the past
as a tourist, but he has never net the Prine Mnister.

So when GQuiney was invited to a wedding in Mal aysia around Hari Raya, he
made it a point to attend the Prine Mnister's open house.

"I congratulated himon his adm nistration of his country," Quinmey, 54,
said. "I think it's a great thing for himto neet the people, neet the
common people. | had a marvell ous tine."

Roger Rosche, a Singapore resident who once called the United States
hone, decided to make a visit to the Prine Mnister's hone, part of his
hol i day i n Mal aysi a.

"He's going to be very tired with all the people he's neeting," Rosche,
40, said of the Prime Mnister, who stood tirelessly for hours while
vi sitors shook his hand.

After four years of living in Ml aysia on business John Van der Zaag,
64, and his wi fe, Tonny, 63, are going back to Europe in nid-February.
Shaking the Prine Mnister's hand was the highlight of weeks of shaking
Mal aysi an hands to say goodbye.

"We thought a good | ast person to shake hands with would be the Prine
M nister," he said.

CGeorgi a Beauchemin, who now lives in Florida in the United States, spent
a lot of time in Malaysia during the 60s and 70s. Since then, she has
wat ched fromafar as the country devel oped. She credits the Prine M nister
- and thought it was an honour to neet him

Beauchi min, 57, who canme with about 11 Mal aysian friends, waited about
an hour and half in line before shaking Dr Mahathir's hand.

"W were very close to the front, until one line becanme 17 lines," she
sai d.

But Beauchimn said she didn't mind the wait.

"It was very thrilling," she said. "I felt like |I was shaking hands with
hi story."

Hai |l i ng from Japan, university students Junko Suzuki, M hoko Enari
Toshi yuki Usami and Yosuke Horiuchi, said today was the highlight of their
first year in Ml aysi a.

"W heard about it through the radio and found it wonderful that a
nati onal | eader would be so kind," Suzuki said.

The four, currently studyi ng Bahasa Mal aysia at Universiti Mlaya, said
they would try to visit other open house events later in the day as well
as for other festivals.
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