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FORGE NEW VALUES FOR BETTER QUALITY OF LI FE- DR MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, May 28 (Bernama) -- Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad t oni ght said a new set of values for a new civilisation nmust be
forged in an attenpt to achieve a better quality of life for the people.

To achieve this, he said there was a need to build up a new generation
of high-calibre visionaries to | ead the world.

"The youths of today nust equip thenselves with all the the know edge
and anal ytical skills so that they nay assess, accept or reject present-day
val ues and concepts, and conceive new and nore rel evant val ues in keepi ng
with the informati on age we are noving into," he said.

He said this in his speech at the opening of the Comobnweal th Youth
M nisters Meeting here. The Prinme Mnister's speech was read out by Youth
and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddi n Yassin.

Dr Mahathir said while the old might no | onger be suitable, the new
could al so be harnful if care was not exercised and the choices nmade were
based on shal | ow knowl edge or experience.

Dr Mahathir also said the youths of today were faced with a nunber of
unpr ecedented chal l enges with soci ety and governments no |longer in a
position to protect and nould the future generation.

The prime mnister said human resources particularly the young nmust be
fully devel oped to take on tough gl obal challenges.

He expressed the hope that the neeting could contribute towards
achi eving peace and stability worl dwi de and prevent the exploitation of the
weak which coul d cause social tension and disintegration.

Meanwhi | e, Commonweal t h Secretary- General Chief Eneka Anyaoku said
Universiti Putra Malaysia would be the first of 16 tertiary institutions to
 aunch the new Comonweal th Diploma in Youth in Devel opment Studies this
week.

On anot her note, he said a Cormonweal th expert group was being
organi sed to study how countries could best be protected agai nst the
destablising effects of volatile capital novenents.

The group, to be chaired by a former South African Finance M nister and
consi sting of 10 highly-qualified individuals including Ml aysia's Dr Zeti
Akhtar Aziz from Bank Negara, will begin their deliberations in London next
nont h.

"I hope that the outcone of their work will be useful to the
i nternational community especially the energing econom es which cannot, and
shoul d not, accept being perpetually consigned to playing in the second and
third | eague in the global econony,” he added.
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