07/ 12/ 1998
Forging links to tap markets for farmproducts

Geral di ne Al bel a

LANGKAW, Sun. - Areview of the 3rd National Agricultural Policy (1999-
2010) has suggested that plans be made to forge |inks between producers
and mai n markets and products based on consumer demand, market potentia
and consumer preferences.

Agriculture Mnister Datuk Dr Sul ai ran Daud said: "By using marketing
met hods based on products, it would place enphasis on the needs and taste
of consuners as well as the gl obal market.

"It will also provide opportunities to increase production and raise
marketing efforts of agriculture related industries which have been
identified under the second I ndustrial Master Plan (1996-2005)."

The third NAP has been reviewed to ensure food supply for the nation's
needs is adequate and to raise productivity in the sector.

New strategi es woul d be adopted to strengthen ties with other sectors
and devel op new cl ones for various produce.

Sul ai man was speaki ng at the opening of the Institute Pengurusan
Pel adang Langkawi (Managenent Training Institute for Farnmers) by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad.

Rel yi ng on commoditi es which were presently in demand was no | onger
suitable as it limted the efforts and effectiveness of the agriculture
sector to venture into high val ue markets.

He said the steps would make it easier for farnmers and entrepreneurs to
t ake deci sions on output and raw materials needed to ful fil consumner
dermand.

The policy, to be I aunched next year, would also nake it easier to neet
t he needs of various nmarket segnents, both | ocal and abroad.

Meanwhi | e, the Farners Organisation Authority said it had taken I ong-
termmeasures to help strengthen the position of farnmers by using funds
fromits own institutions and nenbers.

These funds were invested professionally in instruments within the
country's econom c system FOA chairman Tan Sri Datuk Mistafa Abdul Jabar
sai d.

He said FOA woul d hel p by giving encouragenent and support to al
farnmers and organi sations so that they would i nvol ve thensel ves in
i nvest ment schenes.

Anong the programres to be enphasi sed was the nmenbers' savings schene
whi ch was tied to i nvestnment activities under Pernodal an Pel adang Ber had.

"The savi ngs schene should be nobilised and controlled in an effective
manner to ensure nenbers' savings were enlarged and returns enjoyed by
farmers," Mustafa said before Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad opened the the Institut Pertubuhan Pel adang.

Earlier, chairman of National Farnmers Organisation Datuk Abdul Rashid
Abdul Rahnman said Nafas was entering into a joint venture with Petronas to
start an urea factory on a four hectare plot of land in Gurun, Kedah, next
year.
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