22/ 09/ 1998

Former DAP | eaders: Reformparty first

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Three former DAP | eaders today said party secretary-
general LimKit Siang was in no position to support Datuk Seri Anwar
| brahim s reformnovenents as the DAP itself needed refornmation

The DAFP' s forner national vice-chairman Liew Ah Kim fornmer nationa
treasurer Fung Ket Wng and forner publicity secretary We Choo Keong said
inajoint statenent that the DAP did not practise real reforns,
denocracy, justice, freedom transparency and good governance.

Li ew and Fung resigned as DAP nenbers after the party del egates
conference. Wee was sacked as publicity secretary and expelled fromthe
party.

The three were earlier found guilty by the disciplinary conmmttee of
underm ning the party | eader ship.

"If Kit Siang fears real reformation in the DAP, he should be honest
enough not to cry for reformati on el sewhere.

"Under Kit Siang's | eadership, the DAP is only interested in exploiting
such principles for external offensive against others but suppressed them
within the DAP," they said.

They said despite their repeated calls to Kit Siang to publicly explain
Anwar's reformati on novenent, he renmai ned silent.

"The gathering at the National Msque yesterday had created tension in
the city, resulting in confusion," they said.

Meanwhil e, Kit Siang cane to the defence of Anwar, saying that his
arrest |ast night was no surprise.

Kit Siang said the question was why the arrest of Anwar could not be put
of f by another 24 hours so that the 1998 Conmonweal th Ganmes coul d be
conpl eted wi t hout any bl eni sh.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad shoul d ensure a
full semblance of fair play and justice in every step of the Governnent's
handl i ng of the arrest and prosecution of Anwar.
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