11 MAR 1998
Umo- Hul u Sel angor ((News Focus)
FORMER SELANGOR MB'S DI VI SI ON TO ELECT NEW LEADER ON FRI DAY

By: Abdul Rahman Ahmad

KUALA LUMPUR, March 11 (Bernama) -- For 16 years Umo nenbers in the
Hul u Sel angor Division left everything in the goods hands of then Menteri
Besar Tan Sri Mihanmad Haji Mihammad Taib but come Friday they will have to
repl ace the once powerful strongman.

Muhanmad, who remains Umo Vice-President, will not seek re-election as
Hul u Sel angor Umo Division head foll owi ng the Umo Suprene Council's
ruling that nenbers who are facing crimnal cases in court cannot contest
any party post.

Muhammad, who al so remains the assenbl yman for Batang Kali, faces a
charge of failing to declare cash to the value then of RM2. 4 mllion that
he was carrying at Brisbane International Airport on Dec 22, 1996 as he was
about to | eave Australia and al so anot her charge of making a fal se
statenment before entering Australia on Dec 16, 1996 al so pertaining to
noney. Both the cases are pendi ng hearing.

Muhammad, who is charged under the Foreign Financial Transaction Report
Act 1988 can be fined and jailed on conviction.

Meanwhil e two nmen are vying to replace himas Hulu Sel angor Umo
Di vision head -- forner Selangor Umo Youth head Datuk ldris Abu Bakar and
former Hulu Sel angour Division Umo Youth Treasurer Mbhaned Nazar Mhaned
Yaki n.

I ncunbent deputy head of the division and U u Bernam Assenbl yman Dat uk
Zai nal Sakomis being challenged by Norazman Adnan while the post of
vi ce-head of the division is a contest between Fel da schene settler Haji
Said Latif and one Janal uddi n Yusof. I|ncunber vice-head Anwar Ayob is not
seeking re-el ection.

The divisional election has taken on a new dinension with the claim
that the contest for the various post there are between factions -- the one
aligned to current Menteri Besar Datuk Abu Hassan Omar and the other to
Muhanmad.

The faction aligned to Mihanmad is said to be eager to continue the
tradition and struggle of the former Menteri Besar while the other one is
reported to be wanting to break with the past as personified by Mihanmad
whose | eadership it accuses of bringing about devel opment which is not
conpr ehensi ve to nenbers and the peopl e.

However Zainal denies that his group is a proxy of Mihanmad and says
his group represents second echel on | eaders very nuch needed by Ummo
nmenbers in the division.

"We are contesting in view of the many nom nati ons we have received
fromtthe branches,” he told Bernana.

The Hul u Sel angor Umo Division has 74 branches and 350 del egates wil |
attend Friday's divisional conference.

Zainal, who is also chairman of the Sel angor Poverty Eradication
Foundati on, said his group had received nore than 60 nom nations and this
proved that Umo nmenbers wanted to continue the tradition of the division's
past | eader shi p.

Meanwhi | e Mohanmed Nazar said his group had received five nom nations
fromthe Setiajaya, Kanpung Suharto, Batu 30, Sungai Choh Station and N gel
Gar dener branches.

Mohamed Nazar who contested and | ost the Hulu Sel angor parlianmentary
seat on a Parti Melayu Semangat 46 ticket in the general election of 1995
sai d even though his group had received only a small nunber of nom nations



this was not a yardstick to nmeasure the wi shes of the menbers and del egates
to the conference

"These nom nati ons need not necessarily reflect the feelings of the
del egates. W understand that many Umo nenbers want a change in the
| eadershi p which no | onger remained in the shadow of Tan Sri Mihanmmad, " he
sai d.

Mohamed Nazar said he was contesting at the behest of nmany nenbers who
felt the devel opnent brought about by Muhammad had actually resulted "in
damage to the environment."

"Uncontrol |l ed and di sorgani sed devel opnent has harnmed t he environment.
Previously Hul u Sel angor had many sources of water but now nany are
pol I uted and now we often hear that nmany pl aces have no water," he said.

"We are chanpioning the interests of the Hulu Sel angor people," he
added.

He also clained that the Umo Division's decision to hold the
di vi si onal conference on a Friday was ai ned at preventing del egates
supportive of his group from attending.

He said 40 per cent of the total nunber of del egates were teachers and
civil servants who would have to attend to their duties while the
conference was in progress.

Zai nal deni es the charge.

He said the conference was to have been held on Saturday but on that
day Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad woul d open the Kual a
Sel angor divi sional conference and it was proposed that it be held on
Sunday but Mihanmmad said he woul d not be free so it was decided on Friday.
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