24/ 08/ 1998
Forwar di ng agents back pronotion of Port Klang
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THE Associ ation of Forwardi ng Agents Port Kl ang, (AFAPK), fully supports
the Governnent's efforts to pronote the use of Port Klang through the set-
up of a special commttee to spearhead its canpaign to pronote the use of
Port Kl ang.

Its president, Encik Shansuddi n Abdul Rahman, said the fact that the
committee will be headed by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
shows how serious the Governnent is taking the issue of turning Port Kl ang
into a regi onal hub

"We, therefore, support all efforts being nade by the Governnent and
will be asking all our nmenbers to do the same in pronoting the use of Port
Kl ang anong exporters and inporters and the relevant industry players."”

"W can see how dedicated the Governnment is inits efforts to make this
areality and we heed this call for a total national effort,"” Shansuddin
sai d.

Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik announced on August 12
that the Cabi net had decided to set up a special committee, to be headed
by Dr Mahathir, to pronote Port Kl ang.

The committee will conprise representatives fromthe mnistries of
Transport and International Trade and Industry, port authorities, freight
forwarders, hauliers, shippers and other rel evant bodies.

It will ensure that every single link in the transport chain plays an
effective role in pronmoting Port Klang as a national and regional |oad
centre.

Shanmsuddi n added that the increased use of Port Klang will benefit
freight forwarders as well, due to its spin off effect.

"As nore business comes in, it translates into nore business for the
freight forwarders."

He said the Federation of Ml aysian Frei ght Forwarders (FMFF) is al so
wor ki ng together with the various state associations to do a detail ed
study on the total charges paid by exporters and inporters who use
Mal aysi an ports and airports.

The study is being carried out by the state associati ons of Perak,
Johor, Penang and Port Kl ang.

"We not only want to be nore transparent, but al so see the comparison in
charges between Mal aysi an ports and Si ngapore port," Shamsuddi n sai d,
addi ng that he hopes the study will be ready by Septenber, after which it
will be forwarded to the relevant mnistries and bodies for further
action.

The m nistries of Transport, International Trade and | ndustry, and
Finance will get copies of the study as will bodies |ike the Ml aysian
Admi ni strative, Mdernisation and Managenent Planning Unit in the Prine
M ni ster's Departnent, Shansuddi n sai d.
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