10 MAY 1998
Zahar ah
FOUNDATI ONS PLEDGE M LLIONS OF RINGA T FOR ASNI TA

| POH, May 10 (Bernama) -- Several conpanies and foundati ons have
prom sed vast investnents in Asnita, the country's first trust fund for
worren | aunched five days ago, Wanita Umo | eader Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah
Suai man sai d t oday.

"There are al so foundations prepared to invest RML million to RVB
mllion in addition to the hefty suns pledged by conpanies,” she said.

Based on the support, she was confident that half of the 200 mllion
shares at 50 sen each could be taken up by the year end.

She told reporters this after Asnita's state-level |aunching by Perak
Menteri Besar Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib here.

Perak is the first state to |launch the fund followi ng its national
[ aunching by Prime Mnister Datuk Ser Dr Mhathir Mhanad on May 5.

Zaharah said Asnita had recei ved overwhel m ng support since its
| aunchi ng, and sonme Bank Sinpanan Nasional (BSN) branches had run out of
application forns.

She was unable to specify the amount already invested in the fund but
said it was a huge total sum

According to her, Hijrah Unit Trust Managenent Bnd, the fund manager,
could not ascertain the figure as many of its branches are yet to be pl aced
"on-line" with its headquarters.

Siti Zaharah al so said Asnita's launching for the various Barisan
Nasi onal divisions would take place after the various states had conpl eted
their | aunching by My 24.

Meanwhi | e, speaking at the launch Ramli said wonmen shoul d grasp the
opportunity to invest in Asnita which was offering shares about 25 per cent
[ower than its normal market val ue.

Besi des serving as a long-termsaving for them their Asnita investnent
woul d hel p revitalise the national econony, he said.

In conjunction with Mthers Day today, Rami cane up with an
undi scl osed sumto open an account for his wife, Raja Puan Sri Noora
Ashi kin Raj a Abdul | ah.
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