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Envoy-1raq
FRANCE SUPPORTS KOFI ANNAN VI SIT TO BAGHDAD

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 17 (Bernama) -- France is strongly supporting the
visit by United Nations Secretary-CGeneral Kofi Annan to seek a diplonmatic
solution to the Iraqi crisis.

French special envoy to Irag Denis Bauchard said he w shed that Annan
woul d go to Baghdad as soon as possible.

"We think Saddam coul d make sone new proposal to Annan,"” he told
reporters at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport before |eaving for New
Del hi to continue his diplomatic m ssion

Bauchard, who arrived from|slanmabad, nmet Prinme M nister Mhathir
Mohamad to explain position of the French governnment and its efforts to
pronmote a di plomatic solution to the Iragi crisis.

Washi ngton has threatened to bonb Iraq over President Saddam Hussein's
refusal to allow U N weapons inspectors into sites suspected of housing
banned cheni cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

Bauchard said that based on diplomatic sources, there were countries
such as United Ki ngdom whi ch were noving towards a nore pragmatic and
fl exible position.

Asked about his neeting with Dr Mahathir earlier, he said he gave the
prime mnister a personal letter from President Jacques Chirac on France's
position on the crisis.

"I visit Malaysia for different reasons because we are friends of
Mal aysi a. Mal aysia plays an inportant role between countries of the South
like hosting the G 15 neeting." -- BERNANVA
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