07/ 04/ 1998
Freedom of speech not eroded, says PM

Sai ful Azhar Abdul | ah; Sharanjit Singh

JITRA, Mon. - The decision of the Court of Appeal |ast week to inpose a
jail sentence on Kota Mel aka MP Li m Guan Eng was purely a judicial process
and did not erode freedom of speech in the country, Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

"There is no erosion of freedomof speech. Wien you make a basel ess
al l egation, the law nust take its course," he said when asked by reporters
to comment on Ammesty International's claimthat Lims conviction
reflected an erosion of freedomof speech in Malaysia and the case was
politically notivated.

Dr Mahathir had earlier chaired the Kubang Pasu Umo divi sional neeting.

Lim who is DAP deputy secretary-general, was sentenced to 18 nonths'
jail by the Court of Appeal for printing false news and inciting the
public in 1995.

Stressing justice nust be carried out fairly regardl ess of one's
political affiliation, Dr Mahathir said:

"Sonmetinmes in the effort to prove the allegation (of injustice), there
were courts in Malaysia which intentionally did not pass any sentences
because it involved a nenber of the opposition party.

"Thi s had happened ... when a nenber of an opposition party was found
guilty, he was given a |light sentence.

"However, when it involved a nenber of the Governnent, and as if to
prove the court is free, he was given a stiffer sentence.

"Justice nust be carried out fairly whether it involves a nenber of the
opposition or a Governnent party."

Dr Mahathir said it was not fair to deny justice nerely to prove to the
worl d that there was freedomin Ml aysi a.

On the allegation the case against Limwas politically notivated, Dr
Mahat hir said: "I cannot say because every tine the opposition kena (is
convicted), it is seen as politically notivated but you can see through
the history of this country how nany Menteris Besar and M ni sters yang
kena (convi cted).

"In the past, Rahman Talib pun kena. He was a M nister but he al so faced
t he consequences and how nany Menteris Besar had to resign. It is all the
sane. "

Rahman Tal i b was Education Mnister in 1964 when he resigned fromthe
Cabinet after losing a |libel and sl ander case agai nst Peopl e's Progressive
Party secretary-general D.R Seenivasagam who had nade al |l egati ons of
corruption agai nst Rahnan

Asked whether the Limissue was exaggerated, Dr Mahathir said the
al | egation was ai ned at undernining and reflecting Asia as undenocrati c.

"Actually corruption occurs everywhere and there is no exception to any
country and in some countries, it is worse than Asia," he said, stressing
t hat sanctions inposed on sorme countries were also a formof injustice.

On the just concluded Umo divisional elections, Dr Mahathir said the
meeti ngs were generally snmooth al though there were sone reports of
mal practi ces.

He said the party would al so act agai nst those found guilty of nobney
politics and other nal practi ces.

"Even now i nvestigations are being conducted by the party and al so by
the Anti-Corruption Agency."

Asked to comrent on nany being sceptical the party would investigate and



act agai nst those involved in nalpractices, the party president said: "W
are not experts in this field. W can only question people and scrutinise
the reports and avail abl e proof."

He added the party would al so investigate an allegation that RML million
was deposited into the account of a forner State Executive Councillor by a
menber of his division.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir gave away four head of cattle for Hari Raya
Ai di | adha t onorrow.

The cattl e were handed over to nosque officials of Pendang, Kanpung Titi
Gaj ah, Kampung Padang Limau and 6th Battalion of the Royal Ml ay Regi nent
at the Tok Jalai army canp in Kepal a Bat as.

( END)



	Freedom of speech not eroded, says PM (NST 07/04/1998)

