18/ 02/ 1998

French envoy puts forward country's stand on Iraqi crisis

PETALI NG JAYA, Tues - French special envoy Denis Bauchard today had a
meeting with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to put forward
France's position on a diplomatic solution to the Iraqi crisis.

Bauchard said Dr Mahathir had positive comments but declined to give
details of the discussions.

Speaking at the Sultan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport before | eaving for New
Del hi, Bauchard said he also gave the Prine Mnister a personal letter
from President Jacques Chirac on France's position on the crisis.

He declined to disclose the contents of the letter

Asked what Dr Mahathir's response was, Bauchard said: "I amgoing to say
it was very positive."

The anbassador-at-large is on a three-nation tour and arrived this
nmorni ng after visiting Islanabad.

The US has threatened a military strike at Iraq over President Saddam
Hussein's refusal to allow United Nations weapons inspectors free access
to sites suspected of storing chem cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

Bauchard al so said that France supported a visit to Baghdad by UN
Secretary-Ceneral Kofi Annan to seek a diplomatic solution to the stand-
of f.

French anbassador Eduoard Brai ne, who was al so present, said Bauchard
al so called on Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdul |l ah Ahmad Badawi and t he
mnistry's undersecretary for Wst Asia, Africa and the Organisation of
the Islanmi c Conference Datuk Deva Mohd Ri dzam
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