18/ 02/ 1998
French envoy conveys Paris' stand on Iraqi crisis to Dr M

Adel i ne Ong

FRANCE' S special envoy to lraq, M Denis Bauchard, briefed Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad on his country's stand on a di plomatic
solution to the lraqii crisis yesterday.

Dr Mahat hir responded positively, Bauchard told reporters after his
hal f-hour neeting with the Prinme Mnister before | eaving for New Del hi to
conti nue his m ssion.

He gave the Prime M nister a personal letter from President Jacques
Chirac on France's position on the Iraqi situation

"I gave a letter fromPresident Chirac. However, the essence of the
letter is personal and | cannot discuss the letter. It does contain
France's position on the matter

"I visit Malaysia for different reasons. We are friends of Ml aysi a.

Mal aysi a plays an inportant rol e between countries of the South, for
exanpl e, hosting the G 15 neeting," Bauchard sai d.

The US has threatened to take mlitary action against Iraq over
Presi dent Saddam Hussein's refusal to all ow UN weapons i nspectors into
sites suspected of housing banned chem cal and bi ol ogi cal weapons.

France is strongly supporting the visit by United Nations Secretary-
General Kofi Annan to seek a diplomatic solution to the lraqgi crisis.

Bauchard said he wi shed that Annan will go to Baghdad as soon as
possi bl e, adding that "we think Saddam coul d make sonme new proposal to
Annan".

It was reported that Annan on Monday said that he was cl ose to deciding
if he would go to Baghdad but needed another neeting of the five pernmanent
UN Security Council nenbers to arrive at conmon proposal s.

Bauchard said a search is under way for a pragmatic and flexible
solution to the crisis with Irag.
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