22/ 05/ 1998

Donpok to take over from Yong as new Sabah CM

TAN Sri Bernard Donmpok has been naned the new Sabah Chief M nister, taking
over from Datuk Yong Teck Lee whose termends at the end of the nonth.

The announcenment was made by Deputy Prine Mnister and Finance M ni ster
Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahimafter a neeting with bankers at the Treasury in
Kual a Lunpur yest erday.

"I have been asked by the Prinme Mnister to announce the nanme of the new
Sabah Chief Mnister to succeed Datuk Yong Teck Lee and he is Tan Sri
Ber nard Dompok.

"He wi |l hold discussions with the Prine M nister soon before taking his
oath of office and pick a new |ine-up of the Sabah Cabinet," Anwar sai d.

Donmpok, who is the president of the Sabah Denocratic Party, is currently
Sabah's M nister of Tourismand Environnent.

Donmpok will be Sabah's 11th chief minister. He will succeed Yong under
Sabah's uni que rotation systemof chief mnistership.

The idea to rotate the post was nooted by Dr Mahathir during his visit
to Sabah on February 1 1994, three weeks before the state el ection.

The rotation system introduced for the first tinme in Sabah, assures
| eaders fromthe three major communities in Sabah - Mislim Buni puteras,

Chi nese and non- Musl i m Bumi puteras - of the opportunity to lead the State
CGovernnent, for two years each

Anwar ' s announcenent of Donpok's appoi ntnment as Chief Mnister fromthe
non- Musl i m Bumi put eras has conpleted the first round of the rotation
system

Bernana reports: Donmpok is one of the nost respected Kadazan- Dusun
| eaders in the state

Born in 1949, at Kanpung | nobong, Penanpang, Donpok had pl ayed a pivotal
role in getting Kadazan-Dusun | anguage be taught in primary schools, a
hi storic achi evenent for the commnity.

After obtaining a Bachel or of Science degree from United Ki ngdom Donpok
worked as a valuer with the State Land and Survey Departnent for two years
from1978, before venturing into private practi ce.

He is also a menber of the Institution of Surveyors, Ml aysia, and the
Rati ng Val uati on Association in UK

The soft-spoken yet vocal politician shot into prom nence when he was
appointed as the first treasurer-general of Parti Bersatu Sabah (PBS)
whi ch canme into power in md-1985.

A year | ater, Donmpok was appoi nted as a nom nated nmenber of the State
Legi sl ati ve Assenbly and was subsequently made M nister of Finance.

In the state election in May 1986, he won the state seat for Myog and
was re-appointed to the same mnisterial post.

I n Sept enber 1989, Donpok was involved in a tense party election for the
deputy president post with the then PBS secretary-general Datuk Joseph
Kurup, which saw t he Myog assenbl yman enmergi ng the w nner.

After retaining the Myog state seat the July 1990 state el ection
Donpok was appoi nted Deputy Chief Mnister-cumMnister of Agriculture and
Fi sheri es.

He was al so re-el ected nenber of Parlianent for Penanpang in the sane
year.

Donpok | eft PBS and fornmed Parti Denokrati k Sabah on March 21 1994
before joining the state Barisan Nasional coalition, follow ng the
col | apse of the PBS CGovernnent.
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