14/ 12/ 1998

Ful | endorsenent for Dr Ms speech

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad's speech at the opening of the Umo
Extraordi nary General Meeting yesterday received full support from

del egates who agreed that party unity was paranmount and that anendnents to
the constitution were needed to reinforce denocracy in the party.

They al so agreed that |eadership qualities and credibility were
i mportant when choosing a | eader.

Umo vi ce-president Datuk Seri Najib Abdul Razak sai d anyone who wanted
to becone a |eader in the party nmust not only neet these criteria but al so
have the will to carry on Umo's agenda.

Anot her vice-president, Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Badawi, said the president's
speech was neant as an advice for menbers to put the party ahead of self.

He said Umo's strength canme fromits unity, therefore it was cruci al
that the spirit be maintained.

Supreme counci| nenber Datuk |brahimAli described Dr Mahathir's speech
as extraordinary, which "directs delegates to ensure party interests above
all".

He said the president's speech clearly struck at the root of the
pr obl em

"Dr Mahathir has proven once again that the interest of party and nation
overrides self-interest."

| brahimsaid that the president's speech had al so proved that he was
"above board".

Supreme council menber Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz described Dr Mahathir's
speech as a reminder to Umo nenbers to insist on the "character” of their
| eaders when sel ecting candi dates in the upcoming party el ections.

She said it was pointless for the party to anend its constitution if
party nmenbers did not heed the president's advice and instead succunbed to
nmoney politics.

"We nust ensure that there will be no factions in the party as they have
undeni ably exi sted before.™

On several Wanita Umo | eaders' recent statenents supporting her
candi dacy in the upcom ng party el ections, Rafidah said the time was not
yet proper for her to make any comment on the subject.

"I do not know what is in the hearts of those who said they will support
me, only God knows," she said.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man was anong t hose who had
expressed support for Rafidah's candi dacy.

Anot her suprenme council nenber, Tan Sri Ramli Ngah Talib who is Perak
Menteri Besar, said the anendnents to the constitution reflected the
changing times the party was goi ng through.

He said the anendnents, which covered certain | oopholes in the
constitution, did not nean that the denocratic process within the party
had been "weak" in the past, but were neant to strengthen the party.

"What we did today was to fortify denocracy (in the party) since
denocracy can ensure national security and econom c devel opnent," he said.

Rami said fromtine to tinme, parts of the constitution needed to be
anended to suit the changing tinmes.

"I't's just to make sure that the party's constitution is dynamc, alive
and suitable for the needs of the menbers.”

Acting Umo Youth head Dat uk Hi sharmuddi n Hussein said Dr Mahathir's cal
for Umo to defend the country agai nst foreign domination was very



rel evant especially at the present tine.

"H s speech has alerted the del egates and | eaders that there is no other
avenue to continue with our struggle except through Umo.

"Di sunity anong the Malays will only split the people and has no
benefit."

Del egate from Kemanan, Terengganu, Dr Rami Taib said nenbers woul d
realise the nessage the party president was trying to get across.

Taking a cue fromexcerpts of Dr Mahathir's speech, Ram i said party
menbers should realise the spirit behind those words.

"W cannot hide the fact that there has been a certain anmount of
friction within the party foll owi ng devel opments | ast Septenber.

"But the contents of the party president's speech say it all...referring
to the statement on politics, there is no lasting friendship, neither are
t here pernmanent enem es. That is the nessage."

Ram i said while speculation was rife on the contenders for the party's
top post next year, the president's speech clearly stated that nenbers
shoul d place the party's and nation's interest above all

Gua Musang di vi sion chi ef Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah said Dr Mahathir's
speech shoul d be used by party nmenbers as a guide to strengthen the party
inits effort to maintain the support of the people.

Tengku Razal ei gh who was the fornmer president of the now defunct Part
Mel ayu Sermangat 46, ot herw se known as S46, said those who woul d be chosen
to contest party posts or otherw se should carefully anal yse the
president's speech and use it as a guide to avoid friction within the
party's ranks.

"Those who are not chosen in the next party election nust especially be
careful to avoid being influenced by certain quarters intent on weakeni ng
and splitting the party."

S46 fornmer deputy president Datuk Dr Rais Yatimsaid Dr Mahathir's
speech made it clear that personal qualities of a person should be put
asi de when chosing a | eader.

"He made it clear that we have i nbi bed the true denocratic processes
whi ch are not based on the creation of a personality cult or a culture
that idolises a particular person.”

He said the choice of a | eader shoul d be based on his performance record
and credibility.

( END)
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