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FUND FOR MALAYSI A NETS RMB MLN ON LAUNCHI NG DAY

KUALA LUMPUR, June 14 (Bernanm) -- The Bari san Nasi onal (BN
Youth-initiated Fund For Mal aysia to enabl e Mal aysians to help the
government tide over the econom ¢ downturn netted RMB nmillion on the
| aunchi ng day today.

BN Yout h chi ef Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Hami di said the fund | aunched by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad woul d receive contributions from
the public until July 15.

Donations for the fund would al so be collected in states, said Ahnmad
Zahid, who is also Umo Youth chief.

Proceeds fromthe fund woul d be channelled to the National Special Fund
whi ch had todate raised about RMB million fromthe people's contributions
in the formof cash, jewellery and foreign currencies, he told reporters.

The Finance M nistry-managed Nati onal Special Fund | aunched on March 6
was to make it possible for the people to donate cash and kind to help
stinmulate the country's econony.

The Fund For Mal aysia launched at the BN Carnival at the Merdeka Square
here was made nore lively with the perfornmance by | ocal artistes, parachute
junp by the 16 nenbers of the recent Ml aysi an expedition to the North Pole
and a parade of Proton cars.

Ahmad Zahi d said al t hough no specific target had been set for the fund,
t he nmovenment hopes to collect a substantial anpbunt so as not to be accused
by the people that " we asked people to donate but we ourselves did not do
anyt hi ng.

" So, we initiated the fund by taking the lead to contribute our bit
for the country's econony," he said.

At the launch, Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak presented
a nock cheque for RMBO,000 to Dr Mahathir on behalf of Umo foll owed by
| eaders of the other BN conponent parties.

Ahmad Zahi d hinmsel f handed a nock cheque for RW80, 000 on behal f of the
BN Yout h.

Among t he conpani es whi ch donated towards the fund are Bandaraya
Devel opnent Group (RML million), DRB H com G oup (RVb0O, 000), United
Engi neers Mal aysi a and Projek Lebuhraya Utara Sel atan (RvVBOO, 000), HVD
(RMLOO, 000), Tel ekom Mal aysi a (RMLOO, 000), Pernodal an Nasi onal Ber had
(RMLOO, 000), Col den Hope G oup (RMBO, 000) and Penerbitan Jaya Bakti and
Powert ek Ber had RMLO, 000 each.

Dr Mahathir took a stroll around the stalls selling a w de range of
Made- I n- Mal aysi a products in efforts to pronote |ocal goods and services
anong t he peopl e.

More than 3,000 people attended the one-day carnival which featured
lion dances, traditional Indian drumdisplay and rendition of songs and
musi ¢ by local artistes.
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